for pas Correspondence of the Tribune. ,
ttention PRESENT POSITION OF ALABAMA. T
e of the | PrarrvitLe, March 12, 1849,
.ﬁ“’],e a;l- From experience and observation, I have been in-
S *Iduced to make a [ew remarks in relation to the ”
present position ol Alabama. All business men see r
cs and feel it. There are some, however, who feel it t0-ds
wefully | but do not seem tounderstand the cause. No state | (rati
of the | deprived ofall the artificial facilities which the sur- | acco
_ rounding states enjoy, can compete successfully | (he
ER. | with them. I will state, without the fear ol contra-
Just re- | 3ioijon, that Georgia and Carolina are thriving, in

teleg

{ prab:

; 14
besold | ¢, ine Cegtee, at the expense of Alabama, in almost | _ ,[
— every branch of their business, and it is in conse- (i;} P

Mexi

quence of the narrow, contracted & short-gighted
policy of our legislators. It seems to be their policy {88 &
to cramp our stale in every possible way==not on: gives
mmet |ly to drive eapital [rom it but trade also, and pre- | bece:
onsive | vent capital froms comingihere. The fact is, so ted;
of the long as this policy is pursued we shall continae 1o/ he ¢
sually | sink. until finally our enterprising citizens will seck I with
| very | other places to malke ‘invrstmen!s and engage in 5 w it
& flmanulncluring in its different branches. AL
4 | Instead of capital coming to this state for invest- | the p
y ' ment, it is continually leaving us and if this condi- | ment
tion ol things continues much longer we shall be re- the p
| duced so low as not to be able to pay our state |that |
ldebt, wl.ich would be much regretied by all our (rear
: aood eirizens. 1t may be asked, how this will be | refer
brought about. 1 will answer, by most of our weal- |,
I|hy citizens leaving the state and seeking some Th
place where they can mauke it more to their inter-| .
cstto invest their capital.  We will be left with thie [[BE9SY
[ wornout lands and difapidated villages and towns jitars 2
from which to raise taXes to pay our state debt.— \ﬂml :
Our iron, ceal, marble and lime will rewain in the carry
quarries lor want of suitable conveyance to market. partie
| I have stated in a formercontmunication that we of his
| possess natural [acilities equal il not superior to any of hj.
ckles, 'state in the uniony and 1 still think 0. DBut what S5t
isins, |are they wortl in the present condition of the rtate .
itsup,  affairs? Comparatively no'hing. It is my opinion
ound | (hat no man will make the second invesimeni i
and  panufaciuring in this state, provided lie 1as the [i-
Mac- ' hancial part of the businees to mzrage. Why does  the ¢l
? M- Geargia, while greatly inlerior to vs in natural re- Mr
'Hf’_'%’ bgunrees, co ahead of us jn railronds and manulactu- fon his
" [ ring? ‘I'he reason is obvious. They have granted,

'heat | veral charters. and banking privileges, “’“ho‘jyﬂﬁt

eras | . . X
Lwhiich railroads and manuvlactures cannal prospes; Monte
-
succe.
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" lespecially whena neighboring siale possesges

fabs. | seven hundred miles of railroad and from thirty to Sy

ats,) focty cotton manulactorics ilshe had been deprived gethe

ace J :

Co. | them. 1s it probable that Georgin would bave had
Fish, of banks and han_king ]llf\‘ih.'grfs? | answer no.— | liCillﬂ_l
mon, In the ahsence of these faciitics she would huve propri

Leen but little if any ahead ol our state in internil ny in
improvements.  Show me the states that are most |r:elv

[ prosperousand 1 will show youo thiestutes that have Bruss,
the largest baukirg privileges. Bunks may be anlg,w 4
evil, but at present they are necessary evils ; and ‘:as b
\no manufactoring state can prosper without them. | '-ls rll
|1 will here muake a statement, the truth of which 1 | £Lnoth
vels, will vouch for, and think it will eonvinee every un-lliow 1
and [ prejudieed mao of the present necessity of banking style.
ijew J privileges in our state. 1 am olten asked the ques- | Wool

tion, why the scuthern manulfactures ship their | the de
goode to New York? The reason is olbvious, — pate s
{The manufucturer here has to buy his stoek for (o fui
D1 cash, which has to be laid 1o in the fall and winter. | fonate
mon The operatives aud overseers must be paid once a | ,Fr l‘L
month, and, in fact, every article he vses is cash — i0 Ic
This iz one side of the picture. Now let us look on [ #DY (
the other side. He is oblized to sell his goods on | LIme
Rye | cix months’ eredit and wait until his paper marures week,
e, Lelore lie can realize any thing from . In New ‘dred
York, so soon as the goods are disposed of he can
ldraw for ut leastthree [aurths of their value. Our New
(merchants can fgo there and purchase the same pool
goeds on twelve months' ereditby paying from four |, 1his
to eix months' interest, Why san the New York
merchants allord to do this? Simply because of the
. monled [acilities they poseess.  Thenotes taken for ’
15=| e goods sold, can at wry time be putinto bank and
dizccunted. If we had the same [acilities, we should _
not be dependent on the New York merchants, but ‘ nothin
could gell ull our goolls here and save the (reight, in- marri.
surance and comimissions, and oar citizens who held | but fe
gtock in our banks would reap the profits of the dis-' jate 5
mnd | count, instead of the New Yorkers. [ anfort
But another evil quite ag great, is going 1o Y
Georgia and Curolina for meney t» pureiase our |~
| cotton, paying hundreds of thousands of dullirs in- | BQLs
| lerest to those estates, when it might be kepr at | have,
{home. Again, our planters are driven to the neces- sulls
'sity of sending their cotton to New Orleans because hors &
| Mobi'e has not the facilitics of raising money lo'pnlilic
| purchase i1, or at least it labors under such disad- lar son
| vantages in getting bills discounted thav it eannot 44 fy
pay as high for cotton as the New Orleans merchant. ! that a
The greater the money (acilities. the berter the | We. o
market. Give Mobile the same ‘acilitice as New
| Orleans and she will do as weil by our planters as| who r
|they ¢an do in New Orleans. Why is it that we | montl
°d. | eannot lor once lay politics aside and both parties |quile
1t al ook strictly and alone 1o the interest of the state ?  to be.
AM, | (g [et our next legislative session pass without
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' 1;? ' doingz something for us, we shall be past all hope| Cai
l"]l‘_ ! for the present. 1t will take our state many | the I
'];to{:s | years to recover, if she ever does. ()

I have been teld that mzpulacturing would be of | e de
_And | Mo advantage Lo the state, and by persons too, who to Cal
him | @ught to know betier. The same men say banksare || .~
dare of noutility. 1Tt is just as well, they think, that | tatits
iGem'giu should reap the benefits asfor our own | C l:lf
fmid|capi:a1ials. 1 contend that any bueiness which | ~a"%
Reg- | brings capital to the State improvesit, and that mont,
prove | which isfor the interest ol the stateis lor the inter- gover
nday | est of its citizens. Asan instance, I will merely cite | T'hat
enefit | (he little village which 1 founded some nine years | ['ran
er. | since. When 1 made purchase of the place, 1 pre-= From

!sume it did riot pay a tax exceeding $15, and had Bentc

lebts, |

I'ues- | there been no manufucturing done there the tax | .
e 9 : - |inserd
would not now probably exceed $20. This year it | T
¢r. | paid trom five to six hundred dollars tax, half of 3
which goestoour county. Suppose some ten villa- ‘ and 1

vould | ges should spring up in the county, the tax derived all hi:
; the | from them would pay all our county expenses and | not d
y Rail | leave the tax collected from our citizens to be in- ed.

amers | vested in a school fund. The founding of manu-| g( all
e sea- | (acruring villages throughout the state would serve Sepa:
gand | materially to lessenour taxes, and give besides em- |, o; |
ly on| ployment 1o alarge namber of persons who are '
; dependent on their aaily labor for a support of their
30. | families. To effect all this we want a lew good
stock banks, well managed, and my word for it,
such improvements would go on gradually until our | but tc

state would comwmand as high a position as any in|gro s

the south.
DANIEL PRATT \ ‘T/a
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