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July 21,1923,

Dear Chairman:-

As yor have doubtlless seen in the o?rsrs;tie.%oizetigd
Senate very recently adooted the Long resolution tA? lthe =
sense of the Legislature that no legislation regaivingsion e
vict lease system be considered during the E;e§§n“';el - :éd >
reso.ution wes railroaded trru the House witn ;uayafg tb2;~>f1i
epoortunity being®given feor ?etai“*?nd e fsgf?i‘iOqu giFik?'in
the Senate,wnile aebs’e was Peyﬂituel.jﬁhYa»Lkaj:m?fuwf*igngﬂf
defense of ihe lsase syctem,tho Denator?\ ﬁrw‘ye‘r,AOLiT;e;xam;I;f
Overton,and Hutson svooke eloguently against 1t% nta i
effered by Sen. Teasley te refer the Whole mat eE_ %or,-Bfooks‘
was defeated,and the reselution passed as f0118W°£h e Hili
Caffey,Carlten,Carmichael,Dunosn,B111s,508ter, 28X B0, W00 0502 50y |
dreth,Hudgens,Jones(Conecuh),MattlﬂaﬁllVeTﬁ el imérower At 551 th
Slone,Tunstall ,Waddell-2€. AgainSt"NAdamS’ﬂonnes7Teasle§ NMoNeit
HortOn,Howle,Hutson,lnzer,JOhn‘°n:J°neS(Barbgur "as absent,water-
dverten,~13. Sen. Middleton,who was en our Slde’waabsent wé 1
bound. Sen, Craft,who was also counted for us,was ’
not know why.

It should be stated that defore the vot% %n Z?i gg&i;é
Jide Fort wired speaker Merrill and L1eutr Gov. iqtozionél e ot
delay until the peovle could exercise their const? uteiegram 8
of p;titioning their legislature. McDowell-re%d tﬁe e
the Senate. Merrill not only diad not read }t % egﬁ81 té e
also absented himself during the vote ,handing the gav A
of Jefferson.

ig nwil-
Evidently the powers that be in Fhe 1%g}?1i€¥§¢ti;§ gre

ling fer the peenle to decide this question. ;ﬁicnﬁid e B
also afraia ef public ovinion,for a very oowii u qb;tol By thos
headed by Asgs Gibwmon,is being maintained at t,fz Coa e
private concerns who prafit by the 1eaveﬁ§ys em’a%he&oniy o
the job" every minute Se far as we can_qzscove:, d'Gov.'Brandon’S
ders of the system aré these lease profiteers,-=au
administration.

4 »
The Steam Reller rolled,dut we are not digeoggi%e%eeg
such obviously unfair and undemecratic tactlgg,an. Snt o i
up the fight. lo action by the legislature can preve



»

&

duction of bills,--in ract our bill ealling for the abolitiom.
of the lease sys.em by Septs. 30,1925 (over two years off,to
give the administration and the operators plenty of time to
get resdy] bas already been introdvced in the Senate by Sen.
orower ,and widl shortly be introduced in the House. 1t is
probable that the measure will not be pressed as long as the
revenue bill is in the way. ( Please note,as evidence thal the
Administration regards the convicts primarily as revenue
producers,that Lieut. Gov, McDowell,presiding officer of the
Senate ,insisted on referring our bill to the Committee on
Finance and Taxatioh,altho Senator Brower requested that it
be referred to the Committee on Prisons and Penitentiaries,
where it proverly belongss)

Qur part,as members of the Statewide Committee,is to go
en with our work,pushing the petitions as much as possible .
The time for returning them has been extended several weeks
snd we shall use them with good effect later on,So please
secure all the signature you can. Please also see your legis:-
lators and talk with them,asking them to support our bill.
If your senator voted against the Long resolution,thank him;
if not,protest.The legislators must be convinced that the
people of Alsbama are aroused on this moral igsue and insist
that their scrvants the Iegislature and the Governor shall 4@
away with the c¢ruel and tarbarous lease system, It is tiie
te call a halt to government by lobbies ef leasing profiteers.

URtimately,the will pf the people must prevail.

You will be notified as scon as the bill is intr oduced
in the House, Meanwhile,watcl:i the newspapers. This letter 1is
nerely %o outline to you the present status at Mentgomery,
and to urge you to work harder than ever. Pleese let us have
a report on what your legislators say when yo interview them.

Fgithfully yours,
nWILLIAM E.FORT,Chairman.

M:S.BRENTON K.FISK,Correspondirg
Secretary.
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