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USS Patrick

Aug 16, *51

Darling,

We just left San Francisco Harbor and it has faded away in the fog. The water is not too rough

and it is a nice size ship so she doesn’t sway much. I really hit it lucky. I am in a compartment
with three other N.C.O.’s,

We have already had a battle station alarm. We don’t want to live out here. I, rather, all of us,
stood out on deck for about 25 minutes and I could not get my teeth apart when I got back to my
bunk. Oh, I didn’t tell you about the weather out here. In the day light hours of 11 - 4 you might
as well be in hell. But at night, you wish to hell you were there. I think I will look this tug over.
If the Captain was to hear someone call his ship a tug, he would die. I was just teasing.

This is really nice.

I just got up to take a look, last look for a while at the U.S.A. fading away in the fog. I think I
will quit for a while - it didn’t help my spirits.
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