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Soldiers Retreat 23¢ June 1812
Col James Caller

Dear Sir

I received by your young friend
Mr. Bradberry your letter of the 14™ Inst. No man can regret more
seriously the spilling of innocent blood then myself— The conduct
of your Creek neighbours for some time past has been observed, and merit,
in my opinion exemplary punishment, and had the power, they
should suffer severely for their temerity; and if I don’t mistake the
Government will find it indispensably necessary, to teach them by
force of Arms their entire dependance, and the sooner the
better for the interest of this section of the Union.  Hearing of the
situation of the Frontier inhabitants of your part of our country I waited
on Governor Holmes to receive his instructions, and after some conversation
he determined to rest on the regular force stationed at Fort Stoddard
and only to draw twenty mounted Infantry from the Militia for the
present, and to hold three hundred and twenty in readiness.

He has written you fully. I hope his measures may prove
sufficiently efficacious. It is scarcely necessary to say to you
that should the attack become serious, that I am in readiness to
march at a moments warning, to the support of my fellow citizens in
your quarter, & that my best endeavors shall be used to bring with me,
a sufficient force to render security to our Frontier settlers—a description
of persons I have always had a regard for, in as much as the act of
settling evinces a spirit of enterprize, that is commendable and
& productive of great good to the American community —
having the effect of extending our agricultural interest and
[new page]
and placing at a greater distance from the more settled &
improved parts of our country the Indian tribes — that have &
always will be a pest, until confined to some distant &
secluded tract of country. The recent conduct of the Creeks
is not so astonishing, when it is known that Col Hawkins/our
agent/ is a principal chief of that nation. Can the government
know this fact? and if they do not, would it not be advisable
they should be informed of it?

In my letter of the 10™ inst. I hinted

at the propriety of soliciting a call of the legislature at our
early period to afford you an opportunity to memorialize the
United States and Georgia against a division of the Territory—
I wish you would prep that thing. I am opposed to
a division under any circumstances, and I am afraid itwill
take place, unless our objections to it, can early be made known.

Mr. Bradberry and myself have had some conversation on this




subject & he is in possession of my opinions.
A declaration of war by the United States is

daily expected against Great Briton— Governor Holmes
has received instructions from Government to furnish Genl Wilkinson
(who is ordered to Orleans) with such proportion of our Militia as
he may require, and as Wilkinson is daily expected at Orleans—
we are preparing to mee his requisition.

Be pleased to present me respectfully to Major Caller
and tender him my congratulations on his marriage.

Accept my best wishes and thanks for your uniform
assurances of esteem, & believe me to be very sincerely

Your friend & servt
Ferdinand L. Claiborne
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