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Barancas July 10th 1861

My Dear Wife,,

I received a letter from you a few days ago stating
that you would in a few days go to Newnan, I have delayed
writing for a few days to give you time to get thewe before writing,
I hope therefore you will excuse my aparent neglect, I am in about
the same state of health that I have been for some weeks, There is
a great deal of sickness in the camp & a good portion of them die,
I have sixteen down sick at this time, Some with the measles &
others Typhoid Fever, I am very fearfull that William More will
have a hard time of it, He is at the Hospital with the Typhoid in
its worse form, I think if we stay throughout the summer that at
least one half will die, We are compelled by our commanding General
to enforce very rigid disaplin, I take my men out every morning
at sunup & drill them 1% to 2 hours, I do the-same inithecevening,
Afferwards- we have a Battalion drill of one hour, Affér  that the
men appear with arms in hand three times a day to be inspected by
their company - officers, All the other companies with the exception
of mine is drilled by one of the regular officers of the Confederate
army, I am the only Captain that is considered competent to drill my
own company, At least mine is the only company that has been drilled
by the officers of the Confederate army, or at least those of them
that belonged to the old Federal: army, I never was so much surprised
with any thing in my life as I was with the number of incompetent
men as the¥e is in this army, Thére is not one Captain in them that
knows any thing about the profession, They are entirely destitute
of the Tirst principal, The result is that the old officers consider
all the volunteer officers incompetent & would have lumped me with
them had they not witnessed me drilling my company on several occasions,
Our field officers are also very ignorant of their business with the
exception of our Lieut, Colonel, He is a very fine officer, though
he has a heap to learn himself, They all regret now that they did not
elect me to the office of Colonel, If I had been elected I would have
this Regiment the best drilled of any in the army before one month,
Mr, Carlisle leaves this morning for LaFayette on a furlough of eight
days, You will probably get to LaFayette before he leaves, I am waiting
very impatiently for my box of provisions, I hope it will get to hand
before many days, I hope Mother will send me a box every week or two,
All I want is meal & butter, You must write to me often when you
get home & let me know what is going on at LaFayette, I never write
to anyone but you & therefore I never get any letters from anyone else,
Give AM(?) Brooks & all others that care any thing for me my respects
when you get home, Tel Brit I will write to her and Ollie every week after
you go home, While you are there I will write to you & you can read it
to them, Give my love to all my sisters, nephews & nieces & kiss the
children if their noses & faces are clean which Irknow they will be if
they are Brits & Ollies or Sallies or your own, Good Bye,

God Bless You
JdoW, Jackson
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