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JIM CROW CARS.

The Springfield (Mass.) Republican is
somewhat exercised on the subject of
“Jim Crow’’ ecarg, in, the South, . and
especially on the proposition to sepa-
rate the races in the street cars in
Southern cities. Referring to the
separate car legislation in New Orleans
1L says.

We may therefore venture the predic-
tion that the proposed new law will not
remain 1Cng o wne statute books. Lne
econoinic counsiaeratlon will llnaily oveg-
come wne prejudice or color. sireet tran-
Sit depenas 1ur ILs greatest elliciency aand
cnedpuness upon a service siricily com-
moit w all tne people witnout arserirniii-
LoIn. Ana 1L a1l should chalice
tnat Southern and local capiial is oper-
aung the service, e <2o0lor discrinunha-
tion will the more speedily be don= away
with .LL the Steam lallWayis O g souin
Hau NOt been S0 iargely owlie ny 'L\‘uun-
ern capital Jim CUrow car iegis:aton
woula probably never nhave beeir S0 read-
1Iy enacted.

The Republican takes the position
that the separation of the races will be
found unprofitable and will therefore
be discontinued, but we do not appre-
hend anything of the kind. The 1eel-
ing against 1ndiscriminate mixing of
the races in public conveyances is mucu
more intense now than it was twenty
years ago, and so far from diminish-
ing it grows. Our theory is that these
who pay equal prices should should
have equal accommodations, but there
is little probability that the railroads
in the South will ever go back to the
plan of putting whites and negroes in
the same cars. Our people would not
submit to it and ought not.

The argument in the last sentence of
the above quotation is thoroughly
characteristic. It is a direct admis-
sion that the Northern capitalists who
own Stock i1n Southern railroads care
nothing for the manner in which the
business is8 conducted, provided it
makes money, They wouldn’t care if
all races of people, together with dogs,
pigs and fowls, were forced to ride in
one car, provided it added to the pro-
fits of the road. *This is not the South-
ern idea of travel, and we think The
Republican is badly mistaken when it
argues that if our people owned the
railroads, ‘‘color discrimination would
be more gpeedily done away with.” The
truth is it is not dependant on the
owners or stockholders of the railroads
to decide whether whites and negroes
shall occupy the same cars. It is a
question which the people in this sec-
tion will be likely to control, it matters
not where the road owners live.

" The separation of the races in the
street cars of Montgomery is bound to

come. We do not yet know what in-

fluences will cause the change to be
made, but feel sure that the right chord
will be touched some day, and the
management will be forced to adopt a
regulation demanded by the people, or
give place to those who will. Public
sentiment among the white people in
‘Montgomery is fast reaching a point

‘where the crowding of white ladies into

seats with or near to, dirty negroes will
not be tolerated. Large bodies move
slowly, and sometimes small ones are
slower than the larger, but the time
will come when they must be forced to
yield to the demands of the public or go
to the wall. There wil eventually be
coals of fire put on the back of the tor-
toise, if nothing else will get a move

on him.
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