@ STATE OF ALABAMA

IRfﬂIlT o

MaDisoN COUNTY

PAUL SPEAKE,JUDGE
JAS.G.STOGNER,CLERK

JAS.H.PRIDE,soticITOR
JAS.H.PRIDE c HuNTSVILLE, ALA.
COURT REPORTER

August 13th, 1934.

Hon. B. M. Miller,
Governor of Alabama,
Montgomery, Ala.

Degr Sir:-

: The situatidn here is such that in our opinion the militia
should be sent here to &id in keeping the pesce and in preventing
actual bloodshed which we believe is impending.

: You have raeceived a copy of a letter which we received from
the €. L. C. Thomas Company, which is represented by Mr., Fraser,

He tells us that he has had seversl conversations with you explain-
ing the situation. The strikers are walking around, armed with
shot-guns, pistols and rifles, and making serious Xhxzkxw threats
if he opens his factory. They say to him that he can open it if
he can get laborers, but are seeing to it that he does n't get :
laborers. Dean, the representative of the Union, who is here and
who is at the root of the strike, has said to-day to the sheriff,
who conferred with him, that the pickets would be taken away from
this particular factory, but we understood that he has said to others
that that was with the view of preventing the militia from being sent
here, and that if the factory attémpted to open he would see that
it could not run. He and the strikers have also stopped a grist-
mill from runninge. ;

The grand jury was organized to-day and it was charged fully
as to the various laws as to riots, routs, threats to prevent
peorle from getting employment, unlawful assemblies, stc., and
abducting or kidnapping. We believe it likely that indictments
will be preferred, but when it comes to arresting the ring-leaders
we are very apprehensive that the militia will bé needed and needed
IVMEDIATELY. We do not believe the sheriff will be able to cope
with the situation. The main thing we want to do is to prevent kkusm
unlawful parades by armed men and it is not so much to break up the
strike. We understand that the sheriff has appointed six depubies
(of Deanfsseldction) to take care of Dean. This places matters in
an awkward attitude, for these deputies will be armed and will be
opposing other armed deputies, if trouble does come.

We earnestly recommend, therefore, that you confer with the com-
manding officer here, Major Edwin Jones, and have him have a company
of militia here at once, and in our opinion it would be better to
have a company sent here from some other place, rather than have our
own local company, as its members have local connections and sympa-
thies which might render their service less effective.

In our cpinion an injunction would not meet the needs
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August 20, 1934,

aug._ dge Paul Spesks,
Huntsville, 4Ala. .
Doar Judge Speaket

Your letter received and apprecisted,

My experience as soldier, Cireuit Judge and
Governor with strikes, makes me know that donditions change
from day to dey and the remedies must change to meet the
altered #ﬂhﬂiﬁgﬂﬂﬁi

 Then too mew facts end factors enter from day

to dey and the Executive Department must aslways keep in mind,
and aim and purpose, the preservation of humen life and the
protection of property and the prevention of its destruction.

When the Judieisl uné Executive Depertments keep
separate from euch oth .5 g?a‘werk in harmony within the law

with common sense, s00d t and calunese, 1ife will be
preserved and property protected and the law respected,

This, I am confident, you all will do,

The Sheriff will no doubt, as suggested to him
by me, consult constently with you and the Solicitor with the
above ends in view,

Hope you will have no trouble and the strike will
soon end and no life will be lost and no property destroyed.

With best wishes, I am
¥ours truly,
By M, MILIER,

Governor,
BT
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