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AT {{ABO OCLOCK TON!GHT A STRIKE WILL BEGIN THROUGHOUT THE
TEXTILE INDUSTRY IT WILL INVOLVE SUBSTANTIALLY ONE MILLION
AMERICANS MEN AND WOMEN IN COTTON WOOLEN AND WORSTED AND SILK
MILLS THE STRIKE AUTHORITY PROCEEDS FROM THE WORKERS THEMSELVES
lT IS THE INEVITABLE RESULT OF ABUSES NO LONCER BEARABLE SO

~THAT YOU MAY HAVE AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT OF THE ISSUES LET ME

STATE THEM HERE WAGES AVERAGE LESS THAN TEN DOLLARS PER UEEK

THE FORTY HOUR WEEK CANNOT BE MAINTAINED IN THIS INDUSTRY AS
EXPERIENCE HAS PROVED IT IéiMECESSARY THAT WE HAVE A THIRTY
HOUR WEEK WITH THE FORTY HOUR WAGE IF.OQUR PEOPLE ARE TO LIVE
AND HAVE ANY MEASURE OF WELL BEING SECTION %;A OF THE RECOVERY
ACT GIVES US THg;RjGHT 10 dRGANIZE AND BARGAINGCOLLECTIVELY WE
HAVE BEEN DENIED THAT RIGHT IN HUNDREDS OF MILLS AND OUR
MEMBERS HAQE'BEENrDiSCHARGED BY WHOLESALE FOR LAWFUL UNION
ACT!VleES WE DEMAND RECOGNITION OF THE UNION IN ACCORDANCE
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WITH THE LAW THE STRETCH OUT SYSTEM UNDER WHICH THE WORK
BURDEN IS CONSTANTLY INCREASED MUST BE ABOLISHED THE COTTON
TEXTILE CODE SOUGHT TO ABOLISH THAT TERéT%tc EVIL=

BUT THE CODE HAS NOT BEEN ENFORCED AND THE EVIL HAS GROWN
UNTIL OUR MEMBERS ARE DRIVEN BEYOND ANY BEARABLE HUMAN ENDURAMcr
IN MANY CASES MINDS AND BODIES ARE GIVING AWAY UNDER THE :*
ABNORMAL STRAIN WE KNOW THAf‘EMPLOYrRSMAY PLEAD WITH YOU TO
SEND TROOPS INTO MILL AREAS FOR WHAT THEY WILL CALL PRESERVATlON

OF ORDER WE HAVE INSTRUCTED EVERY LOCAL UNION TO 4AINTAIM THE
STRICTEST DISCIPLINE AND WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT UMLESS THCRE IS
ATTACK UPON THEM THEY WILL REMAIN THROUGHOUT THIS STR!VE A
PEACEABLE AND LAW ABIDING GROUP OF AMERICANS WE ASK YOU TO GIVE
TO OUR PEOPLE THAT PROTECTION WHICH YOU ARE REQUIRED TO GIVE '
ALL tlTIZENS AND TQ SEE TO IT THAT THEY ARE NOT MENACED BY
EITHER BY THE FORCES OoF EMPLOYERS OR BY THE IMSIDIOUS AND

DISRUPTI‘JC FORCES OF COMMUNISM OUR STRIKE WILL BE AN ORDERLY

LAWFUL AND DEMOCRATIC PROCEEDURE RESORTED TO ONLY BECAUSE ALL
OTHER EFFORTS HAVE FAILED EVERY OVERTURE AND EFFORT ON OUR
PART HAS BEEN REJECTED WITH ANUNBELIEVABLE ARROGANCE AND WE ARE
AT LAST COMPELLED TO=
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WITHDRAW QUR LABOR POWER FROM THE MILLS UNTIL THERE IS A

RECOGNITION OF THOSE THINGS FOR WHfCH WE CONTEND WE ASK NO

SPECIAL FAVORS WE ASK MERELY THAT FAIRNESS WHICH WE FEEL SURE

YOU WILL WANT TO GIVE AS THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF YOUR STATE VE

ARE SENDING THIS TELEGRAM TO THE GOVERNORS OF ALL TEXTILE

STATES=
FRANCIS J GORMAN
UNITED TEXTILE WORKERS OF AMERICAs
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