October 3, 1958

Mr. Ml“ M. Py
of the Legislative Council

State of Alabama
State Capitol
Montgomery, Alabama
Dear Mr. Cooper:

I herewith transmit to you pursuant to
Act No. 526, 8. 392, 1957 Regular Session, the
report of the Macon County Committee.

Please file this report with the records
of the Legislative Council and bring the same

to the attention of the lLegislative Council
at its next meeting.

Yours very truly,

Sam M. Engelhardt, Jr.
Chairman
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MACON COUNTY COMMITTEE

REPORT
OF IHE

COMMITTEFE

T O T HE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCTIL

Your Committee has held meetings in the counties of Mont-
gomery, Russell, Lee, Elmore, Bullock, Tallapoosa anq Macon.

We have consulted with expert authorities on various phases of the
question involved. We have invited all public officials of the var-
ious counties involved to appear before the Committee at these hear-
ings. Due notice was given of each hearing and anyone present at
the hearings was given opportunity to be heard.

We first wish to thank the officials, individuals and groups
of the various counties for the cooperative and helpful manner in
which we were received and treated and for the suggestions made
by them.

Our first meeting for public hearing was held on the 1l4th

day of February, 1958. Only one witness appeared at this hearing.



He spoke in behalf of the Tuskegee Civic Association.

The substance of his testimony was that the negro citizens
of Macon County desired that the boundaries of Macon County be
left as they are; that the Tuskegee Civic Association is willing
to work with public offi§ials and other citizens interested in
the development of Macon County; that the ;ffice»of the Tuskegee
Civic Association is located at the same place where the N.A.A.C.P.
office was located when it was in Tuskegee; and, he admitted on
being questioned by a member of the Committee that one of the
aims of the Tuskegee Civic Association is to integrate schools.

Further public hearings were held in the counties of Talla-
poosa, Montgomery, Bullock; Elmore, Lee and Russell, in that
order. The Sub-Committee on Judiciary met in open session with
officials and citizens of Macon County at the County Courthouse
in Tuskegee. These public hearings were held in an effort to
determine the sentiment of the people of the counties involved
and to give interested citizens opportunity to contribute valuable
information to the Committee.

Based on the testimony of the witnesses appearing before
the Committee at the various hearings, the Committee concludes

that the sentiment of the people is essentially the same in all



counties involved, and the sentiment is that the Committee and
the Legislature should take whatever action necessary to accom-
plish the purposes for which this Committee was established, even
to the partition or abolition of Macon County. The Committee
feels that we should try one or more of the numerous alternatives
mentioned, outlines of which are attached to this report as an
exhibit, before taking the drastic step of abolition.

A number of fact-finding sub-committees were established: by
the Committee as a whole. They have reported to the Committee,
and copies of their reports are attached for information only.

The Committee finds that the conditions in Macon County
are serious, largely as a result of the activities of certain
elements in Tuskegee Institute and the Veterans! Hospital in
Tuskegee; that if these elements would, or could be made to cease
and desist their activities which are, in the unanimous opinion
of this Committee, detrimental, the citizens of Macon County, both
white and colored, could live in peace and harmony and make pro-
gress together to their mutual benefit as was the case from the
establishment of Tuskegee Institute by Booker T. Washington in
1881 to "Black Monday"™ on May 17, 1954; that the attitude and

actions of the Federal Civil Rights Commission will, of necessity,



have a bearing on the future actions of the Legislature in this
matter and that, in the opinion of this Committee, the Legislature
of Alabama will not tolerate interference in Macon or in any other
county in Alabama by the Federal Civil Rights Commission. The in-
terest of all citizens of Alabama, white and colored, will best be
served by Alabama authorities and not by authorities who have no
understanding pf our problems, which problems are not of our own
making but are problems brought about largely by outsiders who are
not interested in the welfare of the people of Alabama.

The Committee recommends that the "Standby Committee® recom-
mended in the report of the Sub-Committee on Judiciary should be
created. The Legislative Council is requested to cause to be
drafted appropriate legislation to accomplish the following:

The creation of a permanent "Macon County Committee" to con-
sist of the Representatives in the House from the Counties of
Montgomery, Elmore, Tallapoosa, Lee, Russell, Bullock and Macon,
along with the Senators from the 28th, 10th, 27th, and 26th Sena-
torial Districts. The Senator from the 26th Senatorial District
should serve as chairman of the committee.

The permanent "Macon County Committee® should meet on the

call of the chairman or at such other time as a majority of the



committee may decide and at the place or places designated by the
Chairman.

The permanent ®™Macon County Committee®™ should have the
duties and responsibilities of continuing the study of conditions
in Macon County and the contiguous counties particularly and the
state as a whole generally with the view of keeping current in-
formation on the problems of segregation. It should follow very
closely the activities of the recently created Federal Civil
Rights Commission and make recommendations from time to time tb
the Legislature to meet any changing conditions or emergencies
that may arise in Macon County. The permanent "Macon County Com-
mittee®” should be directed to report to the Legislative Council
at least once each year its opinion on conditions in Macon County,
along with any recommended legislative action it feels needed at
the time.

The Chairman of the Macon County Committee shall cause to
be printed sufficient copies of this report to furnish every mem-
ber of the incoming Legislature with a copy of same at the organ-
izational session in January, 1959, Copies of the various sub-
committee reports are on file with the Legislative Reference

Service and are made available to any member of the Legislature



desiring them.

Respectfully submitted,

SENATOR SAM M. ENGELHARDT JR.

CHAIRMAN
BULLOCK AND MACON COUNTIES

7ZQ/J§EQ§%/{/¢4/' 77941/ZZL

REPRESENTATIVE H. JAMES HALL
VICE-CHAIRMAN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

SENATOR/ BROUGHEON LAMBERTH
ELMORE AND TALLAPOOSA COUNTIES

Dhatlo, HD 5705

SENATOR VAUGHAN HILL ROBISON
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

SENATOR/JOSEPH W. SMITH
LEE AND RUSSELL COUNT

%%%%\

REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES ADAMS
TALLAPOOSA COUNTY
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REPRESENTATIVE ROBERTS H. BROWN
LEE COUNTY
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SENTATIVE JOE M. DAWKINS
TGOMERY COUNTY
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY
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REPRESENTAT HARDAWAY JOHNSON
ELMORE COUNTY

R EENTAg;ZE J. T., JOHNSON
TALLA

POOSA COUNTY

27_Op
PRESENTA E CAROL JACK LAW

ELMORE COUNTY

BULLOCK COUNTY

REPRESENTATIVE WILBUR B, NOLEN, (K.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

W Dotrcrd/

REPRESE% E J. &/ RODGERS
MACON COUX

REPRESENTATIVE D. W. WARD
LEE COUNTY
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