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‘German submarine.

that one torpedo entered the engine

GERIAN
REFUSES T0 ADMIT
[EUTON SUBMARINE
TORPEDOED VESOEL

Ambassador Von Bernstorff IS
Persistent in Position That
Proof of Attack is
Lacking.

A
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DECLINES TO BE QU.~ -0
IN REGARD TO DISASTER

He Is Pursued to Railroad Sta-
tion in New York By a
Crowd of Shouting
People.

By International News Service.

NEW YORK, May 8.—Count
Von Bernstorff, German Ambas-
sador, made it plain tonight that
Germany would not yet admit
that the Lusitania was sunk by a

In the course of an interview he
asked the significant questions:

“Do we know positively that the
Lusitania was torpedoed?

“What proof has been. furnished

room and another the stokehold of
the Lusitania?
" “On whose authority has it been
caid that a German submarine sank
the ship?

“wWhat is the legal evidence to back

such g statement?”

The interview with the German
Ambassador was obtained aboard the
train for Washington as it stood in
the Pennsylvania station. The Count
seemed to be gasping for breath.
From. his apartments in the Ritz-
Qarlton he had driven to the railroad
station in hot haste and to all the
questions of the newspaper men who
followed he replied with ever-increas-
ing emphasis:

“I have nothing to say, nothing to
say.”

A British-American In the group
had shouted:

“Have not more than & hundred
Americans been murdered by this
German submarine?’ but to this
Count' Von Bernstorff replied:

“Not a word.”

Count’s ldentity Revealed.

As the Count rushed to the train
hig identity became immediately
kncmn to tae crowds of passengers.

Continued on Page 2,
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AGERMAN DIPLOMAT
REFUSES TO ADMIT
TEUTON SUBMARINE
TORPEDOCED VESSEL |

Continued from Page 1.
When found in a smoking® compart-
ment the German .Ambassador was

asked: : |

“Don’t you think that, in view of
the intense ‘public interest and the
advertised warnings® from the Ger-
man Kmbassy that such a catastro-
phe might happen, you should say
something?”

“Not at this time,” he replied.

“Why not now, wien everybody is
talking about what has happened?”

“PDo we know-  exactly what has
happened?” was the Ambassador’s
sudden sally.

The Count's attention was then
called to newspaper headings stat-
ing that the Lusitania had been sunk
by a German submarine and more
than one hundred Americans Kkilled.
At this the German diplomat respond-
ed by anoiher guestion:

“Do we know that the Lusitania
was torpedoed?”’

The German Ambassador was then
asked if it had not been officially
stated that two torpedces had been
fired at tne, Lusuama, 'md he an-

“Where did yvou get that informa-
tion? From the newspapers or other
sources?”

He Insists on Proof.

When it was stated that the offi-
cial announcements of the Cunard
Line and the British Admiralty
agreed in the charge that the torpe-
does of a German submarine were
responsible for 1,600 deaths, Count
von Bernstorff asked:

“But what proof; what real proof
has been furnished to this effect?”

“Then you will make no statement
until it is proven that the Lusitania
was sunk by a German submarlne et
he was asked. N\

“That’s it exactly,” was the reply.
‘“At the present time L have not the
necessary information ¢n which to
base a statement.” ¥

During the day a conference was
held in Apartment 220 of the Ritz-
Carlton between the Count, Haniel
von Heimhauser, Counsel of the Em-

I

bassy, and Julius P: Meyer, Director
of the Hamburg-American Line. It
was denied that Captaln Boy-EQ,
Naval Attache, and Captain von
Papen, Military Attache, were pres-
ent, as representing the German Se-
cret Service in the United States.

Jacob Schiff called at the hotel,
but explained .it was not to consult
the German Ambassador concerning
German financial matters.

‘The employes of the hotel were in-
structed to say, so one of them said,
that the Ambassador ' had already
left for Washington. Even his valet
was not there, though he came down
a few minutes later and hurried to a

I taxicab.

Deductzons Drawn.
During the Count's conference Wlth
his counsel and his insistent infer-
ence that it had not yet been proven

| that the Lusitania had been the prey

of a German submarine, the follow-
ing deductions were drawn:
1. That the German. Government

‘will nnt admit responmblllt‘ for the

sinking "of the Lusitania or the 1,500
deaths of the catastrophe.

2. That in the claims that will he
made against Germany by this coun-
try, Germany will set yp the answer
that there must be absolute proof
that a German submarine sank the
ship and not mines, an infernal ma-
chine hid within the ship or other
unknown engines of destruction.

3. That Germany <will take the
‘fullést’ advantage of the difficuliNes
of proving from the Tusitania’s list
of passengers or crew that a sub-
marine made the attack. )

4. That, even if 'an object was
geen which looked like A P(\]]'\\(\I”
how can it be proved to be the peri-

scope of a German undersea bhoat
which shot the fatal torpedoes?

BRITISH DESTROYER SUNK
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