Underwood

and

PROHIBITION

N ORDER that the people may be informed
fully as to the stand of Senator Oscar W.
Underwood, of Alabama, the South’s candidate

for the Democratic nomination for the Presidency,
attention is directed to this statement in his ad-
dress accepting the call of the Legislature of Ala-
bama, the Democratic Party of Alabama and
thousands of Democrats of the South, made at
Montgomery July 31, 1923:

“When the issue of adopting the Eighteenth
Amendment to the Federal Constitution was be-
fore the American people, I opposed it because I
thought temperance could be better attained along
another line. It was not consistent with my idea
of local self-government. Just as the States of
America in the beginning delegated to the federal
government the right to control interstate trans-
portation, just as they delegated to the federal
government the power of war and the power of
peace of this Nation, the States of the Union have
delegated to the federal government the right to
prohibit the manufacture and sale of alcoholic
beverages.

“That decision made by the people of this
country foreclosed the issue so far as I was con-
cerned.

My friends, in the last campaign for Senator,
I stated to the people of Alabama that, although
I had opposed the Eighteenth Amendment, but
now that it is the supreme law of the land I would
enforce it in its entire integrity. I know of no
reason why any man should doubt my integrity on
that question.

“There is but one question that any one can
raise, and that is, that I did not vote for the Vol-
stead Act. If you will examine The Congressional
Record you will see that when the bill came before
the Senate I stated plainly my reason.



“Every appropriation that has been present-
ed to the Senate for Tunds necessary to enforce
prohibition in this country, I have voted for.

“I stated that the people of the United States
in our Constitution had prohibited the manufac-
ture, sale, importation or exportation of intoxicat-
ing alcoholic beverages, but had left to the States
the right to determine what should be done with
sacramental, medicinal and manufacturing alco-
hol. Now, it is not a question of whether medici-
nal alcohol is necessary or not.

“Tt is a governmental question as to whether
the federal government or the state governments
have control of the subject. I stated that I felt
that provision was unconstitutional, and that if
the proponents of the bill would strike it out I
would support it: but with that provision in 1
would no more vote for a bill that was unconsti-
tutional on that question than I would vote to null-
ify the amendment—and the result has proven
itself.

“In the past few months two federal courts
have decided that clause of the bill unconstitu-
tional.”

" Thereupon, after Senator Underwood had
concluded and Gov. W. W. Brandon had moved
that the Legislature and assembled hosts of the
Democracy resolve into a mass meeting to present
Senator Underwood to the Nation as Alabama’s
candidate for the Presidency, there arose the ven-
erable Rev. Dr. W. B. Crumpton, Baptist minister
for more than fifty years, and during that time
largely the head, heart and brains of the prohibi-
tion movement in Alabama—captain of the force,
superintendent of the Anti-Saloon League, and
militant old school Democrat as well. There was a
breathless hush. There had been a faction in the
Democracy of Alabama for 16 years, and Dr.
Crumpton was the leader of one faction—the dry
forces. He addressed the chair.

“Sir’’—his voice rang like a silver trumpet—
“T have always admired Oscar Underwood, and I
have differed from him on only one question, pro-
hibition. When he declares for the enforcement
of the Eighteenth Amendment in its entire integ-
rity, that satisfies me. I second the motion!”

There was a storm of cheers and enthusiasm.
The breach in the Democracy was healed, the par-
ty united and as one for the best asset the De-
mocracy of the Nation possesses—Oscar Under-
wood, of the South.



Dr. Crumpton has thrown himself militantly
into the fight for Senator Underwood, converting
those few who are not willing even to accord hon-
esty and frankness to a statesman whose out-
standing characteristics are honesty and frank-
ness. The good doctor found one highly suspi-
cious individual, and in order to allay the fears of
the scattered ones of his kind, addressed a letter
to Senator Underwood. Then Dr. Crumpton ad-
dressed this letter to The Montgomery Adverti-
ser. It was printed Sept. 19, 1923:

UNDERWOOD AND LIGHT WINES
NOT ATTAINABLE UNDER CONSTITUTION
—HE IS FOR STRICT ENFORCEMENT
OF DRY AMENDMENT.

Editor The Advertiser:

I am sure the following will be of interest to
many of your readers. A prominent citizen of
Montgomery expressed to me the wish to vote
for Senator Underwood for the nomination, but
he had heard that he favored an amendment fav-
orable to the sale of light wines and beer: but for
the rumor he would gladly vote for Alabama’s
distinguished son.

“In a letter to the Senator I quoted the re-
mark and asked for a reply if he felt so inclined.
I assured him I had no desire to embarrass him,
and would not repeat any reply he wished to make
unless he authorized me to do so. - The answer
came in these words:

“The cry that is being made in favor of light
wines and beer does not meet with my approval.
1t misleads a good many people, and is not attain-
able under my interpretation of the Constitution™.
In a letter of Sept. 3 the Senator amplifies:

“In the letter I wrote you I was endeavoring
as far as I know how to make it perfectly clear
and plain that I believe in the enforcement of the
Eighteenth Amendment in its entirety; that there
was no subterfuge or concealment on my part and
I STOOD FOR THE HONEST, JUST AND TRUE
ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW OF THE LAND
AS THE PROHIBITION AMENDMENT IS TO-
DAY. I have no desire for any concealment about
the matter, as I always conduct my political af-
fairs in the open. If you feel that it is of any
value to you or to the cause to give publicity to
the letter, you have my permission to do so.”

Those splendid words should satisfy the most
exacting prohibitionist. Alabamians have a great
opportunity to honor their State by casting a solid
vote for her Senator.



Our cause before the Northern Democrats is
not hopeless. After fifty-nine years of devotion
to the old party, without asking for a thing our-
selves, surely we are within our rights when we
ask that we may be received back into the Union
on an equality with our brethren of the North.
Our position is made all the stronger by reason
of the fact that we can present a candidate, true
and capable, as the whole Nation must admit. The
fact that the solid South stands with us, makes
his chances all the stronger.

Fellow Democrats and prohibitionists, let’s
get in behind the movement and put Oscar Under-
wood in the presidential chair! In honoring him
we honor our country and ourselves.

Let us come out loyally and bold for the
rights of Southern Democrats to name a man for
the Presidency. W. B. CRUMPTON.

PLEDGES FULL ENDORSEMENT

At Wichita Falls, Texas, in a speech Oct. 24, 1923,
Senator Underwood said, referring to the Eigh-
teenth Amendment: :

“It is the law now, and in the Constitution
of the United States. No man should be Presi-
dent of the United States who would nullify any
part of the Constitution: no man should be Presi-
dent of this country who would be haif-way for
the Constitution and half-way against it.

“I stand for the enforcement of the law, by
the law, and by the officers of the government.
If Providence should put the power in this right
hand of mine, I will enforce it.”

Sectionalism has dwindled to a faint shadow.
The great ability of Alabama’s statesman has
been so acknowledged by the Nation that only in
the South itself is heard the expression, “A South-
ern man can’t win.”

Underwood can win —he is going to win—it
the South will stand behind him as the South’s
candidate: and for the first time in more than
eighty years a genuine Southern Democrat, resi-
dent in the South, will sit in the White House as
President of these United States!

UNDERWOOD CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
FOR ALABAMA.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
UNDERWOOD CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Montgomery, Alabama
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