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LETTERS FCT 10

May 13, 1963
Honorable John F. Kennedy
Pré51dent of the United States
White House
Washington, D. C.

Re my telegram of Sunday night, May 12, 1963,,to which
you have not replied.

I am requesting once again that you immediately with-
draw all federaltroops deployed to bases in the State

of Alabama under your order of May 12.

(end page 1)
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For the past several weeks the white citizens of
Birmingham have been subjected to shameful abuses by
rif%ing mobs of Negroes incited by Martin Luther King
and other agitators from outside our state. In spite
of the atrocities committed by these mobs, including
severe physical abuse inflicted on white citizens and
local police, state and local law enforcement author-
ities have the situation under complete control. I
can only assume you have sent the troops to quell the
violence on the part of these Negro mobs. If this be
true, your failure to consult ~ lawfully constituted
state authority and your failure to recognize our
(end page 2)
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For the past several weeks the white citizens of
Birmingham have been subjected to shameful abuses by
r1$%1ng mobs of Negroes incited by Martin Luther King
and other agitators from outside our state. In spite
of the atrocities committed by these mobs, including
severe physical abuse inflicted on white citizens and
local police, state and local law enforcement author-
ities have the situation under complete control. I
can only assume you have sent the troops to quell the
violence on the part of these Negro mobs. If this be
true, your cempltete _disxegard-for lawfully constituted

state authority and your failure to recognize our
e =R A (end page 2)
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successful efforts is regrettable. I feel you have.
disregarded the sovereignty'of the State of Alabama
and those law enforcement agencies who have risked
the lives of their men to control lawless Negro mobs.

I certainly recognize that two incidences of bombings
took place in Birmingham, Alabama, Saturday night. I
will point out, however, that I have ordered a full
and complete investigation of these bombings and I
have requested and invited the Federal Bureau of

Investigation to participate -- as this conforms with
Federal statufe. However, these in idgnts gig no
?en page ?
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JUsTircATION
: for the use of federal troops.

-I wish to reiterate to you that law enforcement
agencies of the State of Alabama, the City of
Birmingham, Alabama, and Jefferson County, Alabama,
are fully in control of the situation. No request

has been made by the legislature of the State of
Alabama or by myself for federal armed forces. In my
judgment no laws of the United States of America are
being violated and the action by you denies the people
of the State of Alabama their right to a republican
form of government under the Cons?éggt%g%eoﬁ)the
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United States.

George C. Wallace
Governor of Alabama
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