








James Martin Calhoun (1805-1877) of Richmond, Alabama, was appointed as a
1

commissioner to settle the boundary dispute between Alabama and Florida.  In addition, he served 

many terms in the Alabama legislature from the 1830s to the 1860s. 

Francis Wilkinson Pickens (1805-1869) was a grandson of Revolutionary War General 
2

Andrew Pickens.  Gen. Pickens acted as an agent of the U.S. government in Indian relations 

several times from 1785 to 1801.  F.W. Pickens was the brother of James M. Calhoun’s wife 

Susan.  See MSS Book 1, No.64, letter from F.W. Pickens dated 30 September 1847.

ALS James M. Calhoun  to AJP 5 August 18471

MSS Book 1 No. 40

Richmond Aug 5, 1847

Dear Sir

Yours of the 10 ult was recd a week ago.  I have been too much

engaged to give it an earlier answer.

I did have in my possession a manuscript copy of a journal by Col. Hawkins

and was very desirous to place it in the hands of some one who would make a

proper use of it as it contained much that was curious if not important.  It

belonged however to my Brother in law Col F. W. Pickens  Edgefield S  Carolina2 o

and I have sent it on to him  Whatever papers his father may have left relative the

first State Bank or the early history of this State his son also has I never however

saw such nor did I ever hear his Father speak of any such.  I have informed him of

your application to me and that I had referred you to him.  I have no doubt it will

give him pleasure to furnish you with any information or material in his

possession which will aid you in the commendable object you have in view.  I

hope sincerely you may find the task you have undertaken a pleasant one and that

you may succeed to the utmost of your wishes and the imputations of your

numerous friends.

I thank you for the pages you sent of your “Eight days in N. Orleans”  It has

afforded me amusement as well as instruction.

I am not aware of any one having valuable information or documents in relation to

the early History of the State to whom I could refer you.  The address of my



Andrew Pickens Calhoun (1812-1865), son of Senator John C. Calhoun of South 
3

Carolina, moved to Marengo County in 1835, where he was a successful planter.

Andrew Ellicott (1754-1820) appointed by George Washington as U.S. Commissioner to 
4

survey the boundary as defined in the Treaty of San Lorenzo (1795), was engaged in this 

expedition from 1796 to 1800. Esteban Minor was appointed Commissioner on the Spanish side. 

Cousin Col Andrew P. Calhoun  Faunsdale P.O. Marengo Co3

Very Respectfully

Yours &c

James M. Calhoun

P.S. In my conference with Mr. James F. Archer of Tallahassee last fall in relation

to the Boundary line between Florida and this State he being the Commissioner on

the part of Florida.  he mentioned to me that there was in the Executive office in

Florida a copy of Elicotts  journal of the survey of the line between the U.S. and4

Spain in 1796 containing much curious and interesting matter.  I have never met

with it myself but from his account of it, it might be of some service to you.  I

understand there is also a copy of it in the Library of Congress.  Elicott was the

U.S. Commis with Minor the Spanish Comis to run the line between the U. States

& Spain as agreed on by the Treaty I think of 1796, from the Mississippi to the St.

Marys.  He is said to have been very talented curious and investigating.

Yours &c

J. M. Calhoun
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RICHMOND Ala. Aug 11 5

[Address]

Albert J. Pickett, Esqr / Montgomery / Alabama

[Endorsement]

from the / Hon. James E. Calhoun
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