








St. John’s College

Cambridge University

Cambridge, England

My dear Mrs. McGavock:

Your letter dated the fourteenth of March has just reached me, having been forwarded from the

battalion, which I left almost two months ago.  I’m tremendously glad that you received my letter, late as

it was, and that what little information I was able to give was of comfort to you.  It makes me all the more

ashamed of what must have been a general slip-up by the men at the Hospital as well as the officers of

the company to know that it was the first word you had heard of your son’s death since the official

telegram.  Please don’t think too harshly of us, however, for we only received word of his death ourselves

in January.

(p. 2)

At present, I am on detached service at the University here, and consequently away from all the

company records.  Offhand, I’m sorry to say I couldn’t even give you the designation of the Hospital he

was in.   But I shall write to the Commanding officer of the company and ask him to look it up and let

you know.  This will, of course, mean some delay in your hearing from them, as I understand they are on

the move toward home now.  But in the end, it’s bound to be a satisfaction to you, as I feel sure Leon

must have left some message for the mother that he worshipped so whole-heartedly.

You are very good indeed to invite me to visit you, and without knowing when or how I’ll be

able to bring it about, I’m going to accept right now.  Birmingham is a long way from Philadelphia,

which is my home, and I’m a long way from home still.

(p. 3)

But, I should like very much to see you and know a little better the woman who was everything

to one of the best soldiers I ever knew.  Meanwhile, please accept my kindest regards and the feeling that

we have a very close bond of sympathy in the loss of your son.

Faithfully yours,

Louis  M. Washburn

April 25  1919th
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