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HOW THE NINE ARRESTS AT
SCOTTSBORO WERE EFFECTED

|Traveling Salesman Saw

Armed Men Standing
Guard Over Negroes

A traveling salesman, operating in
this territory was coming from
Scottsboro to Huntsville in an auto-
mobmile yesterday afternoon, and
passed through Paint Rock station

| very shortly after the nine negroes

and two girls they are charged with
having assaulted were taken from
the Southern freight train.

He found after having a cortversa-
tion with the station agent that the
agent had been wired by the agent

at Stevenson that some white boys|

had been forced from the train and
that the white boys said that armed
negroes did it, and that rwo white
girls had been held on the irain by
the negroes.

When the salesman arrived at
Paint Rock he says that he.  saw
some hundred or more men standing
grimly about and that the nine ne-
groes were lined up against the wall
of a brick store, in charge of a dep-

uty sheriff who happened to be in
Faint Rock on some county business.

The two girls, both of medium
build and dressed in garments which
he learned were given them were in
another part of the station.

Going to where the girls were, he
says, that one of them was in such
a nervous condition that she was al-
most unconscious, while the other,
older than her companion, could
hardly talk. He says that he stood
by and heard her Speak to some of
those in the crowd in answer to the
questions. He says that the girl said
she art her companion were assault-
ed by the negroes between Stevenson
and Paint Rock and that each girl
was held.

About that time, he says a transfer
truck came along and the negroes
were placed in it and taken to-the
Scottsboro jail. The negroes are de-
scribed as being a motley crew, some
black and some yellow. He says they |
were as tough a looking lot as he had
seen in many years. '

The girls were placed in an - -auto
and taken to Scottsboro. One of them
he declares had to be helped to the
machine. '

Our infermant says that the crowd |
of men was orderly, though it would |-
have taken just a little leading for

'a, wholesale lynching.




