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Here and There

By Thomas Walker Waliace

1ction : B SVl e
stige The proper punishment of criminals

 inci- [ has been the. supjeets of anxious |
him- | thought for more generations than|
o

elon any one knows

tice.
orced | and still there

tuted. | has mnot  been
Blood | reached any abso-
blood | lute certainty as
n fa-|[ to how criminals
ermi- | are to be treated.
) jus- | One thing is cer-
\mer-, tain that the in-
s un- | fliction- of death
n, td| even upon maur-
arity | derers has not
- vir-| had the effect to
spect | peduce murders Thomas W. Wallace

» at|on the whole. There are possibly
| more murders being committed in
America today than ever before in
S the history of the country. Of
course, there are those who say that
this condition is brought about by
the remissness of the courts and the
failure of the jury system of finding

bers _
um- | verdicts. It seems reasonable that
how | when one man takes the life of his

t of | fellowman he should be deprived of
re- | his life. But this looks like revenge.
On the score of revenge there are
no other crimes that would require
art | the death penalty. At one time horse
ted | thieves were punished with death
In | when caught. Now, rapists are s&en-
uld | tenced to death even upon the un-
and | supported testimony of a woman
ad- [and in interracial cases the woman
may not be of any moral character
ble | worthwhile. It is decidedly a mis-
of | taken idea of chivalry to condemn
ov- { men to death for alleged crimes
an- | against womanhood. Especially is
ns | this true in cases Where the testi-
Li- | mony is unsupported The reason-
't | able’ punishment for - ‘the crime of
in- | rape is to subJeet the raplst to a
an | surgical operatlon taking away his
n. | sexual desire, since he cannot con-
he | trol it. It is written as the spoken
is | expression of Jesus, “If the eye of-

ery

S.| g0 through life without sight rather
re [ than spend an eternity in a. place of
i j,_punishm"‘_ t.” There 1§ much’ to be
ir | said for" ’%his form G"E _punishment.
Those who know anyth 1g of animal
husbandry know that é? vicious bull

& my his se%censf'eu ness, the same |
- | is' true' of the vicious boar ‘hog, 6o
- | So that when men show. thamselyes
to be incorrigible gmmmal.s just: call
1] in a skillful surgeon and the future
1 { will assume a pleasalnter look as far

as the criminality of that man’ is con-
cerned. Again, since’ the bull trans-

| fends, it is better to pluck it out and |

‘things,” »ut we. are consta,ntly doing

‘*'aiis tainea by the;progfese of ;taklng
‘each time I read the expression that

"Tuskegee Institute began its sessions

formed into a patienf ?x becomes a

useful member of working society,
just so this transformed criminal
may also prove useful in the gen-
eral scheme of things mundane. The
ancients made many eunuchs and
the households were safe and the

eunuchs were happy. At least bel
careful about taking away life.
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ANOTHER OF LIFE’S LITTLE
LAUGHS

I was somewhat amused to read a
released expression from our dear
General Pershing the other day to
the effect that Christianity is in
danger. He averred that we Chris-
tians have a great battle before us.
Of course he was absolutely right as
to the battle ahead of Christiang but
the conflict is not centered about the
things he has in mind. Just think of
the Christianity of a man who would
g0 out of his way to utter a libel upon
Negroes serving their country in the
late war and think again how would
Christianity square with the policy of
the A. E. F. to replace Negro officers
in Negro regiments by in some cases
at least inferior white officers. 1 re-
member distinctly what a shock it
was when the order came to the Old
Fifteenth New York to release all col-
ored officers and I also remember one
white officer came, who shot down al-
most in cold blood a sentry who
barred the way and who was carrying :
out the regimental order that no one |-
was to leave camp. Captain Napoleon | ‘
Bonaparte Marshall was kept in the
rear to cemsor letters while with the
15th but when he was sent to the 92nd
division he distinguished himself as
very few others did in that war. He
bears the marks in his body because
of his bravery in action. "But I started
out to write about the real battle of
Christianity. If white Christians can
get the idea into their religious con-
sciousness that Jesus preached and
practiced universal brotherhood many
other problems will lose their hard-

ness. The fact is when this is done ! :

the battle for Christianity shall have
been won. The greatest criticism
against Christians is that tﬁey do not i
live up to the spirit of Jesus.
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DESPISING EARLY BRIDGES
.It Is written somewhere in the
Bible, “Deepiee not _the day of small

that very little thing. “Or else we in
our desire to draw great contrasts
throw aspersions on some of the
things of the past. I think of this

in a broken down “shanty church.” It
happens that I put my youthful feet
on the campus when Tuskegee was an
infant just nine years of age, The
A. M. E. Zion Church, a neat little
white building situated in a beautiful
grove, was the church alluded to by
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