ROBERTS SATS
LOSS IS HEAVY

Impending Strike Caused
Business To Be Lost To
Alabama Mills

ANNISTON, July 17.—Scott Rob-
erts, president of the Alabama Cot-
Lton Manufacturing Association, to-
day issued a statement in which
ne said there is a likelihood of all
Alabama mills being closed. until
the strike is withdrawn because of
the effect that strikes and talk of
strikes has on business of the mills.
“With reduced sales and mounting
investments in materials, = labor
and processing tax, the burden is
about more than mills can stand,”
he said.

Mr. Roberts said that it was ru-
mored that strike agitators or or-
'ganizers were backed by New Eng-
~land manufacturers which was
‘transferred to the South in recent
years,
| Anniston’s delegation to the
 strike conference in Birmingham
3ESunday was opposed to a strike, it
' was learned authoritively by The
 'Anniston Star. Delegates to the
. convention were selected at a mass
) meeting at Zinn Park Saturday
" afternoon at which time John Dean
' and Albert Cox, textile union rep-
> resentatives were speakers. The
- |speakers were quoted as saying that
\ 'Harry Hopkins, relief administra-
2 tor, had promised relief to strikers.
45 Roberts’ Statement
| President Roberts’ statement in
. full shows:
! i “One of the mills in Alabama has
. .complained to this office that the
5 ‘agitators or organizers of the pre-
£ ',sent strike are reported to be claim-
. jing that Federal Relief Administra-

itor Hopkins has promised texitle

labor Federa] relief in the event of

!a, strike.

. “This mill has pointed out that
[ such a promise is in direct con-
flict with the statement of General
Hugh Johnson of June 3, from
which he quotes as folows:

“ ‘While NRA is willing to do any-
" thing it can to compose differences
as they arise, it eannot proceed to
any action under the thieat of a

|strike against' its own order. Ac-
i' ‘cordingly, the first article of settle-
"~ ment countermands the strike or-
der.’

S
L_
n
't

‘ (Contir—-- 7 on page three)

“It is obvious that the mills in
Alabama cannot hope to secure
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RTS SAYS LOSS IS HEAVY

i Take Awaj Business

1is loss would accrue, to the
of the industry in other
and some of the loss would
ermanent. The labor in the tex-
industry in Alabama can see
ounting stocks of goods in the
with their own eyes.
ile labor has participated
lthe recovery of the New Deal
f'fa,r greater extent than any
r group. The hope of the in-
fry to maintain present wages
hours depends largely upon
gsame relative degree of im-
| ent. It has been freely charg-
that New England manufactur-
are encouraging this agitation
ﬁg South to cripple Southern
gtry and reap the benefits them
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