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FLYING SQUADRONS
CLOSING DOWN MILLS

Mill Operators Out General-
ed By Union; Mills Clos-

ed By Force

Flying squadrons are closing down
mills in the south and east when
there is a small minority of union
operatives in any plant expressing
a willingness to join the strike,
the mill is closed by force. In this
manner the strike is rapidly spread-
ing and mills are being closed where
there are only a fe wunion represen-
tatives. = The Fletcher Mill in
Huntsville was the first in the na-
tion to be closed in this manner, it
is recalled, when a large force of
union strikers went to the mill and
stopped the machinery.

Writing in the Daily News Record
of New York, a correspondent who
is tpuring the south says:

“The apparent help-leséness of the
mill owners is very striking. They
feel that they have been outgeneral-
ed by the union, and they are talk-
ing about trying to get protection
for worker who want to work. I
was asked my opinion as to what
they should do. I thought, if they
would take 10 mills in which the
help is loyal, and get a hundred
picked and armed deputies for each
one, they would have a chance to
put them into operation, and 'Whenr
these were running, they could start
others. Certainly some sort of a
consentrated effort such as that
promises the only hope of success.
The raiders traveling in motor cars
are so mobile that any effort to
open all mills would certainly fail.

“From Georgia, reports are that

| two flying squadrons, one operating
‘| from Rome and the other from Ho-

gansville and Lagrange, are closing
one mill after another. A very high

| official in the American Association
‘|is tremendously exercised
i success of these flying squadrons,
|and it is undoubtedly a fact that
| unless something is done to stop

by the
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(OTTON EXPERTS
GET LICENSES

Alabama Warehouses Will
Have Men On Hand To
Classify Cotton

MONTGOMERY, Sept. 7. —Be-
tween 60 and 70 Alabama warehous-
es have or will have state licensed
cotton classers to class cotton for
the benefit of farmers who desire to
procure a government loan on their
cotton this season, according 1o
Seth P. Storrs, commissioner of ag-
riculture,

As a result of a special cotton
stapling and grading school con-
ducted at Boaz this summer, 42
representative cotton warehousemen
from various sections of the state
are present being licensed by the
department of agriculture and Com-
missioner Storrs expressed the belief
that more atha,n 20 others would
pass the second state 2xamination
to be held today.

Instruction given at theé grading
and stapling school was in accord-
ance with federal cotton standards
which will be used in Alabama as
the basis on which all cotton will
be classed by those who are issued a
state grader’s license.

WOMAN. SCORES
SMUG  ATTITUDE

Grace Abbott Says Six Mil-
lion Children Are Depend-
ant On Federal Aid

DENVER, Colo,. Sept. T—A sting-
ing indictment of an economic sys-
tem that makes six million child-
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them, they will close évery mill in
the South, with the exception of
those guarded by Militia in South
Carolina.

“To get ahead. This comes under
the head of remarkable predictions.
I was talking with an older mill
executive Monday morning. He was
observing the Labor Day holiday,
but proposed to run his mills Tues-

|day. This is what he said:

“ ‘All the departments of our mills
\have been polled and there is an ov-
erwhelming majority in favor .f
working. These polls are on the
level and I have no doubt the votes
were all cast in good faith. Howev~

|er, I cannot believe they are :=li-

able, or that, just because a great
majority has voted in favor of work-
ing, we are going to be able to run
our mills.

« It all depends on the type of
character of the two divisions of the
voters. If 50 vote to work and two
vote to strike, ‘that looks like we |
would work, but if the two have|
sﬁrong character and lots of guts, |
the chances are we will not work,
because when the two begin to op-
erate they will either persuade OY
frighten the 50, and in order to
avoid a fight, the management will

et things take their natural course,

and they will all’ walk ouf. I would
advise mill operators to pay less at-
tention to polls and give more at-
tention to ‘the character of the men
voting mot to work. That is what
will tell the stry’ "

«“When the mills’ whistles blew,
and when the workers appeared %0

; enter the mills, they found strong
| picket lines composed entirely of

‘he mills’ own workers. The minor-
ity had acted, and the mills did not
run. :

“That's the story over most of the
South. Sloan is right in his state-

|ment that an overwhelming mapori-

ty of the workers would like to keep
on working, but he overlooked, just
as every one else did, the audacity
and competency of the minority.
What difference does it make that a
majority of Gaston county workers

| prefer to work if the union, by bold

action, can close every one of the
100 mills in that county? A closed
mill is a union victory. In fact, an
unorganized mill that is closed is
more of a union victory than an or-
ganized mill closed. With the Gas-
ton county mills closed, every strik-
er in Gaston county is free to oper-
ate against mills in other centers,
just as they are doing.

“Certainly these raiders are acting
illegally. They have been guilty of
trespass and malicious destruction
of property. I didn’t see the Ragan
mill, but Caldwell Ragan said it
was a mess and had been consider-
ably damaged. No one has been
injured as yet, but that was because
there has bee nno opposition to the
raiders. It has been a surrender,
and that is the very word that the
manufacturers in Gaston county
were using today.”




	Q0000024988
	Q0000024989

