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Richard Blount Papers

GEORGIA-ALABAMA BOUNDARY COMMISSION

JOURNAL

June 26-July 6

1826



Monday June 26th 1826
Met with Majr Joel Crawford & Col,E. Hamilton
Comre for ascertaining the Western boundary of Georgia
and we waited on his Excellency G. M. Troup, and were
invited into his Council Chamber, and he prodeeded to read
his instructions to us asCo¢;§ and I pronounced them as honeSt,
fair & candid as any man ever gave - We retiréd, and
the other two appointed me Treasr of the board and I
was furnish€d with a Draft for $1000 which I drew on
Tuesday momng and the outfit in Milledgeville cost $347.
That day I wés busihy engagéd in directing & making some arrange-

ments -

Wednesday 28th the 2 Comrs having left me, I found
it too inconvenient to proceed on horséback with fever
and Mr S. offered his carriage whibh I gladly accepted
and about 12 o.c. set out and travelled 22 miles and

?

U g ' \"‘-. Hen M’A {w\x(i.f‘"\s,, jw then whﬁm
next morng we proceeded early & came to Macon to e

puer

breakfast, and sgme}fr?ends and acquaintances.>T3;*:
ﬁzdfﬂ' '8 3;;;;5; ﬁo be a place of considerable
importance - Its situation is good - & it will

sooner or later become the seat of Goverrment of Georg;
from the horrid choice that was made in the site of
Milledgeville - Here we determined to come by

Forsythe- and turned up there 24 miles - The country was



very much like I had anticipated it was, tho' not so much good land.
We arri¥'d in good time - Stop'd at Simpkins because I always dispos'd
to encourage the Republican party, instead of MSDowells or Bailey's
where Clarkes beer bill was $50 at a court in the last election Cam- W

=paign (Simpkin dimit) -~ Party spirit runs high here - Elegant C. H. well plan'd
cost $10,000 30th June

Friday morning / Came on 12 miles to Milners old place & thence 8 to Rogers
& 10 to Thomaston, where they are improving théir little village rapidly -
Saw my friend Edwards &S

Saturday 15t July came\to‘Gibgon's 10 miles near Flint & stop'd to refresh 20%
after 10 & waited till 40 after 1 - The time wokth more than the refreshment -
pass'd a mill 1}-milés from the village said to cut 3,000 f§§f day, andthe Shoals
perhaps more natural advantages than any I ever saw - In journeying thro
this wbrld of trial our disappointments frequently terminate in good - We were de-

=termin'd to go to Wynns stand, but the ling delay for dinner, the very.hilly&:rough

road & sulfry hot evening all constir'd to produce disappointment & some unpleasant



sensations - We came to Marshall's Stand 18 miles from the ferry and
saw a strong?ﬁ of land but broken with an excellent crop on it & 48 calves
in the cowpen -
Sunday morn§ 2nd July proceeded early & took Midling bacon and
Corn bre ad on our rout - In 50 minutes we came to an Indian House
where an Indian stood in the yard preparing his fifle for the hunt -
In 5 minutes more we came to Wynns Stand where we saw
L or 5 white men apparently of the Indolent sort, & no doubt
given to vice - We had a good road & came soon thro some
good gray land, that lies well, and then it chang'd to a mulatto
soil, and wou'd form the best thousand acre tract, perhaps I have
seen - Here we pass'd an Indian Cabin, and an old woman hail'd
us - I order'd the driver to stop - and the only word I cou'd understand

was Tobacco - I gave her some & proceeded - We cross'd a handsome



Creek about 9 oc, - calld Bull creek, however this was cut

on a Beach tree - About 10 oc we crosst a creek or branch &

stopd & eat our Bacon & bread with comfort - rested, aﬁg%roceeded

and behold we came into pine lands & traveld some distance &

pass'd some good pine land & a little creek having an excellent

shoal for a mill - and nearer the river some handsome

Passd some old Indian settlements

elevations for Beats # - Then we came down the hill, and

proceeded on a level to another fall down to a muddy branch

and thgn over a flat or level thro good oak land & thro Ken-
=nards ]:;g.one mile to a ferry - on this field a great quantity

of Corn might be made, but it isiruinéd for the want of cultivation..

I stop'd where Kennard live'd bh; is now dead, and where Mr. Capers

and myself lodgéd in Sept, 1822 - I st.epd into the piazza when-&

Con™

6 or 8 Indian men sat - One conmeéd & wished to know i# we had come

on to run the line - I did not wish to say much on this subject
but told them yes - We came on about one quarter and crossd

the ferry on Chatto-Hoche so called from some markéd

rocks in the River about the rapids or falls - "Chatto, a stone
and Hoche mark'd or flower'd“- Hawkins - On the western bank
;& find several Houses - and here we turn'd down the river near
old Cbweta & Broken arrow towns & thro a level intersected

with some small streams for 4 or 5 miles - Some of the land
shows a good soil - suffieiently sandy with Isinglass, & some of
a black soil that may become stiff, cover'd with hickory, black
& post oak & pine - It is probable that it was in cultivation

one or 2 centuries past - To the westward of this level are

elevated situations that I presume wou'd admit of beautiful

residences, and the seats & farms wou'd equal those of the



Fredericksburg valley - We arrived at Fort Mitchell in the
evening & found Maj! Lewis an Alabama Comr.

On Monday 3rd July We read & reflected on our instructions
but coud not prodeed to execute the object of our mission in
as much as Mr, Bagiy from Alabama had not arrivid -

We spoke to the Agent about a man to procure & attend our
pack horses -
about 8 miles

Tuesday 4th July we went up to Kennardsﬂmchcompanied
by Maj. Lewis, and then up the Rapids 1% miles further -

The lower fall is divided by rocks into 3 currents and the
Western one is about 8 feet falling into a bason & soon
strikes a rocz;Fﬁ /that\changeg.its course - We went up % mile

farther near a rapid where there were two currents - The course

of this reach about S.4° West - Some Oak on the opposite

Bank & p¥ne on the Western -~ The Rev. Mp. Hill and

myself struggl'd back to the first fall, where we intended
to bathe & found 3 Indian men already in - I sat down to cool
and an Indian woman came down & went in about 25

paces & another & another, knowing we were quite in open
view - Habit is second nature - Altho they wou'd go in before
us they took care to sit down in the water before they entirely
removed their loose dress - and carefully conceal'd the waist
altho they disregarded their breasts - Even a small one of

10 or 12 years was equally cautious to conceal - they are

a people remarkably fond of swiming or bathing -~ It is said
they go in every day, and notwithstanding the men pass about

with nothing but a flap & morning gm&nck short, yet they man-



=nifest great modesty in swiming & rising out of the water -
I shou'd have observd that this momn'g we rec'd a letter from
Governor Troup stating that the Cherokees had forbid the
Engineer to proceed and that he had detaild men
in case of opposition - I wrote him we did not feel alarmd
and if they did oppose us we Wou'd notify him -
We retmmn'd to Gen'l McIntosh's house near the ferry & at
the time when our Waggon had arriv'd - We station'd
the company & baggage at Peters house - I remained and in the
evening took John McIntosh down to the ferry where we had con-
siderable conversation about his father's death, and the present
10
State of Indian affairs - He sup'd at our Camp & there had a consi-
=derable interview with an intelligent Indian Ente 1if ka
on their present state and relative to removing owver the
Mississippi - He appear'd to wish Counsel - My feelingd & sen-
=sibility were greatly excited - I shou'd observe that 4 a dozen
had call'd before and had been represented as the friends of
McIntosh - Here are our friends - they fought by our side
in the late War, and now the hostile party havzo}d their
lands, and they are driven from their homes afraid to live
among their ememies while the late enemies of our coun-
=try remain quiet on our borders - O Tempora, O Mores.

Our enemies nourish'd & Pgw’tm«;?@ ap Washington, and



13
our friends neglected & slighted - The Justice of Hea-

-von will arraigh some of the Rulers of our land -

It was desir'd that I shou'd communicate their grievances
to Governor Troup - I told them they had the good wishes of
Gov. T = but he had not the power = it was in the President.
We thenwgent to the house - Some of the family had gone

to bed - Mrs. Hawkins lives here - The best bed in the large
room was assign'd to me, and the females occupied the shed
part quibe in civiliz'd style = She and her sister educated

Georgia

in Georgia, dress in the seme fashion -

Wednesday morn'g Judy 5th Mr. Thomas our Surveyor according to
the arrangements of yesterday, droptd off from K's ferry to
to ascertain correctly by a compass the curves & distances e
of the Meanders of the river Chattahochee fram this falls
orKBmnards ferry to Uchee Creek. The phraseology of
the Bontract is so contradictory and bewildaring that I
have been perplex'd with it for weeks - It appears that
the Com'rs of Ga. knew nothing about the Country - and
therefore made a boundary as foolishyy express'd as ever
3 great men did - We are pompel'd to leave the course
of the river laid down that we may perhaps find out the

true point of departure.



About 9 0.C. I left there for Fort Mitchell alone &
for several miles thought that I travel'd nearly S &
W. of S whitch inspir'd hope that when we starte@ from
Uchee we shou'd never touch the river any more, but
when I cross'd Hawkins' old field where there is a mi-
-neral spring I inclin'd to the left towards the widow
Lovatts almost S.E. - This was death to my hopes
again - and so I ran toss'd to & fro - and the subject is over
shadow'd with doubt & uncertainty and darkness -
West ffom this old field shou'd have heen the mission
house & an elevated situation, and land already clear'd - very
good 1#nd a plenty - only to fence down the level East from

the House - Or any other situation in 4 miles up the

river wou'd have been better than this because these
wou'd have been more good land attach'd or contiguous
to it.

I pass'd on by the widow Lovetts & Little Prince's - & a short
distance below these took a right hand leading up the
Hill to Asbury Mission establishment now under the
superintendance of the Rev'd Isaac Smith & W. 0. Hill &
their ladies - this being a time of vacation the scholars
are scatter'd, but I sayw Ann Capers Brown 16 or 18 years of age<
good lookkng Girl - and Mary Ann Battis nearly or quite grown
& so light colord as to have red hair & a third one neatly dressd
and sewing quite in civiliz'd style - & Mrs. Hill exhibited an

elegant pr. of mockasons made by Ann Capers - and the sowing they

13
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not

were then engag'd on which wou'd / discredit de girls in a Christian
Country - also Samplers of the Alphabet made with a needle -
made by smaller girls - I contraster their situation with what
I saw in this nation about five years age when I attended ME
Capers in his first visit - at the commencement of the vacation
there were 30 boys & 18 Girls - And my reflections on the
happy change productd pleasurable sensations and gratitude
to God that he had directed the benevolence of the white pecple
to advance & contribute to the civilization of these unfortunate
beings who have long been overshadow!'d in Heathenish darkness and
I/)agzgerst.i.tion - Some of them yield to the evidences of divine truth -
M¥S R, Blanding & other ladies of Camden S.C. have manifested their
benevoclence to this Institution by sending on a variety of articles to be
made into clothing & scissors &§ The Girls in the school can make

them up - There are tworboys of promise, Joe Marshall &

They are youths of good disposition & appear to dispos'd to please and when
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when I see the girls neatly dress'd and appear so well, I doubt not
but intermarriages with the white people will be the result, not
-withstanding the many sarcastic remarks on Mr. Crawford's
suggestion - I indulg'd freely in the Water melons of which they
have a superabundance - and came over to Fort Mitthell a-
bout one mile due South from Asbury Mission, which Mr. Smith
conceives to be as healthy as any place in the U. S-
an Indian Country white man

We engag'd Joseph Hardridge / to manage our pack horses, baggage, &%

On Thursday 6'B July we made a party and went down to the mouth
of Uchee 6 miles from the fort - The last mile we pass'd thro an oak
level of excellent Cotton lLand - and down on the Point between Uchee
Creek and Chatto Hocha there is an Indian field - I went down to the
very point & drank of the Water of Uchee - It is 100 feet at the mouth
and runs Westwardly up 8. 55 W - 150 yds to a Bluff - thense

S 20 Easst & 130 yds -~ thense S. 50 E - about 20° thense S. 45 W -



These are a'list of the points Blount had reached on these dates.

July 1 Marshalls Stand
July 6 mouth of Uchee six miles from the fort
July 10 I attended at Fort Mitchell

July 22 I thouzht I cou'd see the break now 30 miles off at
the Flat shoals up Chatta hoochee near Millers

July 29 We had measur'd on hundred miles from the point of
departure near Fort Mitchell

July 31 four miles from Cherokee line
August 4 Vann's-Cherokee territory

August 11 163 miles N 10° W from Chattahoochee Bend near Fort
Mitchell

August 16 reached Nickajack
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