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Layfayette, May 23rd, 1836.
To His Excellency:.
Cs: Qo Rlay.

. - : Dear 8ir: Enclosed you will find the
proceedings of a meeting held in our County today together

with the report of General Elias Beale who commanded one
division of the forces that have returned from a town in

the Southern part of our County and the counties adjacent.

About the tenth of this month I received information that

the Indlans on the Sowgahatchee Creek were manifesting war-

like gymptons and news soon reached me that they were deter-
mined to go to war. I felt it a duty incumbent on me to

adopt the most energetic measures I could for the protection

of our County until you could have time to send us sufficlent
ald to protect usg, and at the earnest solicltations of Thousands
who were abandoning thelr homes I ordered out the Militla and
requested the citizens,K to turn out and march to the neighbourhood
below where the Indians were destroying the property and lives :
of our fellow cltizens. :

Generel Beale of CGeorgla nobly volunteered his services

and at my request together with that of many %thera took command
- 0of One Divislion and marched to the Luchlipoga “own who were all

hostile except some seven or eight who came in and reported

themselves ag friendly Indlans and the report of General Beale

and his commands I take the liberty to enclose to you, he has

socoured the Country where the Suchipoga Indians resided and has’

destroyed thelr Town. : : i

I thought it advisable to fort in the upper part of Macon
County immediately in the Sougahatchee Town and have erected
~them a temporary fort. When I arrive in that neighbourhood Capt. .
"Be&tls had Just returned from the place where Catlin's Store was
burnt and maggoner was killed and informed me that during that
. day he had found a party of hostile Indlans and had an engagement
lost one of hls men and took an Indlan woman a prisoner and also
~another scouting party returned from near the Same place and
‘brought in a child that was killed and reported that the Indians
had that day made large Signs above Catlin's Store s few miles.
I ordered Major Webb to go immediately to Harpers with about one
hundred men and he then found Harper shot fwlce but not dead,
‘'his wife and child killed near the house and the balance of his
children four in number made there escape by running nine miles
and giving the alarm. Major Webb returned that evening to Fort
Henderson and from thence we proceed to Catlins place and from
that neighbourhood we galned information that there was some
Indians yet near there we drive the Creeks and started some but
sould not overtake them we have searched the country all below
this and destroyed thelr houses and property for forty miles in
the direction of Tuskeegee. The two fortes we have erected I have
no doubt are well sltuated as they cut the Indlans off below and
The Indlans all above the Sowgshatchee are friendly and have been
actlive in the search of the hostile party. .
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In order to ascertain who were friendly they were all

| 3requested to come in an report themselves. And all the Indlans

in our County have not only reported themselves friendly but

" have taken arms and ammunition and are now ready to fight.

In order to secure the friendship of the friendly Indians
we have had rations issued to them and endeavoured to keep the
whites on good terms with us there is so much prejudice againat
them. they were in emminent danger as the whites did at the first

‘expect them all hostiles, but I am proud to sgtate that they are

true to our interest so far and 1f any changes should take place

$0 Justify a bellef that they are hereafter unfriendly I will

glive you the earllest information. I have have recelved a
communication from the Indlans on the Tallapoosa River near us

- and they offer two hundrsed and forty warriors who don't reside

in our county fo ald us if necessary, and I believe five hundred
could be rallied here 1f we had regular orders to equip them and
carry them below. We have now some small companles helow and on

' Thurgday I expect. they ®will make another gearch towards Tuskeegee

“and Big Swamp Creek. - At present our SBouthern part of the County

1s depopulated and if we can't have some forces to protect them
and keep the enemy below thelr crops will be entirely lost I
shall endeavour %o defend the two Torts until I can hesr from

- you and will be proud to render any agsistance:I can in alding

to: quite 'the disturbances. I have been In the country for several
¥ears and am well acquainted with their momements and Towns.
here has been fourteen lives lost on our frontiers gay near our
county 1lin& but as soon as the alarm reached here we marched the
gcene of sctlon and have stop thelr progress and 1f you will send

‘one hundred men to each of our forts I think our people will be
~ secure, but 1f they are not defended the Indlens we have run off

and Burnt out will come back in small parties and annoy us during
the year, we therefore shall reasonably expect your ald and have
no doubt but you will be anxlous to render.us all the assistanoe
you can. As we know you have not heretofore had time to have =~

'relieved us and the alarm has been 8o great that we have had

but little to time to communicate and our chances to send our
communicatlions have been cut off. There are a great many in our
County who are yet willing to turn out. If we were regularly
ordered and as our population is scattering we think that if we

‘are ordered regular into service we should be statloned near our

southern line.I have an Indlan womea now in Jaol who has been
concerned in the Robberies and murder and Mr. Harper who was shot
twice 1s here and I have had him taken to the Tavern and good
medlcal ald attending him and I have the pleagure to say that-I
think he 1s now a mendlng. Please write back and I would like
to know where: your Military Officers will stetion as our friendly

‘Indians could render them immenge service. 'If there is any

general engagement expected.  We have had at one time in service
here and different parts of the County a very strong force and
there are now two volunteer companys from Georgla in our county

and will remain a few days, we expect no pay for services but

“humble beg your assistance in hereafter paying the expenses for

provisions. Fort Henderson is twenty miles from Tallassee and
our next fort is between that and West Polnt. I now oclose and

remain Your Obedient Friend,
s Charles McLemore, Col. 76th Reglment.
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