








Letter from Secretary of War Henry Knox to Major Richard Call 

  

War department July 13th. 1791 

 The copy of a letter of yours of the second 

of last month to Spiers & McLeod the contractors 

has been receved at this office and a copy of which 

is here in inclosed 

 It is a cirumstance of great  

importance that the force of the United States in  

Georgia should be directed with the highest 

prudence and circumspection – 

 The great object of their continuance 

in that State since the Treaty with the Creeks 

is to preserve the peace by conciliating to each 
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other the Creeks and frontier citizens of that 

State, and by being posted so as to afford a real 

security to those settlers, who had been driven by  

hostilities from their possessions – 

 While therefore every effectual measure  

should be adopted for the intire security the troops 

beyond the possibility of surprise or contingency, and  

also for the protection of the country, all hostile parade 

or threatening appearances are to be avoided. On the  

contrary the most cordial conduct is to be observed  

to all well behaved and friendly Indians – And as on 

this head some expences will be necessarily incurred, an 

account is to be kept thereof and all that is reasonable 

and just shall be paid on being previously audited 

in this department – But in most cases any small 

occasional supplies will be Furnished by the contractors 

But every thing of this sort must be duly noticed, and 

information thereof transmitted to this office – 

 You will also transmit to this office regular [1 word illegible] 

with the returns of all accurrences to the troops under your  

command, and upon any extraordinary cases you are to take  

such measures as shall relate to the defence of the troops, or 

the immediate protection of the country. But you are  

carefully to avoid every step which may involve the Union in 

hostilities with the Indians – 

   I am Sir 

   Your most Obedient 

    Servant 

   HKnox – 

Major Call 
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