




Executive Department Ala.

Tuskaloosa April 17  1837.th

Sir.

From the enclosed correspondence you will perceive difficulties

are likely to arise from an order of Genl. Wool, in relation 

to retailers of spirituous liquors. I was not disposed to trouble 

the Department, over which you preside, with this matter, 

believing, as I still do, from my knowledge of Genl. Wood

that he will make the desired modification on seeing 

my letter, with the opinion of the Attorney General.

But, having received, by the last mail from the north part

of the State, a letter from the Hon. Reuben Chapman, repre-

senting, that very great excitement, upon the subject of the 

Genl’s order, prevails in the Counties which embrace the 

Cherokee Territory in the State; and believing it very impor-

tant to prevent any unnecessary collision of the kind apprehended, 

I though it proper to communicate with you, and request

you to give the requisite instructions to Genl. Wool.

The laws of this State have been for several years past, fully

extended over so much of the Cherokee territory as lies, within 

our limits; those laws permit one citizen to retail spirituous

liquors to another, on obtaining a license for that purpose; 

consequently the execution of Genl. Wools order, would be a 

violation of individual rights, wholly inadmissable and

lead to consequences of the most injurious character. 

Hoping to hear from you on this subject, at your earliest convenience.

I have the honor to be

Hon. J. R. Poinsett. very respectfully your obt servt.

Sec. Of War. C. C. Clay.

Washington}


	Q0000031325
	Q0000031326
	Transcript



