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Cherokee Nation: August 2, 1826 -

Sir,

On Saturday evening we camp'd on the north branch of the Talla-
poosa river, having run 100 miles on the direct line from the point of
departure near Fort Mitchell, which aterageé»é miles per day, including
8 miles in off-sets. Our progress has been greatly retarded by frequent re-
currences of Local Attraction, in different sections of our route. -

In order to accelerate our progréss, we procured another hand; and
on that day, & yesterday, we rumn7 miles each day, Our first object is
to run correctly, & when incommoded by Local Attraction, we could not
be correct without the aid of Flag-staves. In addition to this, it is
indispensible to hawe the Saplings, bushes, & cane removed before the Compass.
This frequently furnishes ample employment for the Axe-men. We regard it
better not to move at all, than to do it incorrectly, and yet over such an
uneven surface, it is almost impossible to be precisely accurate in the
measurements. A combination of all these circumstances will readily
account for apparent Slothfulness. -

We have advanced into the Cherokee country, several miles, un-—
molested. Their distinguished hospitality so far does them credit. -

George Vann & 3 others came to our Camp on Monday, & stated some of
the wrongs & injuries inflicted by men living within the limits of Georgia, and
about Sand-town on the Chatto-hoohe, similar to those suffered by the
Friendly Creeks, already communicated to you in a private letter of the 28th
Ulto, -

From their friendly disposition manifested to us, we readily sympathize in



their misfortunes, and should be highly gratified that some steps should
be speedily taken to restore their property & to prevent the recurrence of such
injustice in future. We inclode you a statement made by themrwhen
present. They appeared to believe that on application to the Executive of
Georgia, remuneration would be made them in cash, but we corrected
that error. -

We expect George Vann to take on this communication to you, end
in person, and as he is intelligent, & speaks ocur language, can give you a
general outline of their wrongs.

The extreme Draught had dried up the creeks in this section of country,
which greatly incommoded us yesterday. -

We have very little doubt that our present course will Bake us
West of Nickajack. The Creeké said to the East, byt the Cherokees to the
West, & the as the latter reside nearest, they may be most accﬁrate. -

In consequence of the delay of Mr. Bagby, Judge Kelly has been
sent on. He arrived at our Camp on Sunday last, & left us next day for
Huntsville, to rejoin us at Nickajack; and if Mr. Bagby arrives, the three
will co-operate.

Accept assurances of the regard & esteem of
R. B.

E. Ho"

rln
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