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1916

Madison Ala Jan 25

Hon. John Bankhead
Washington, D.C.

My Dear Sir please
do all in your
power to keep our
Country out of war
Vote for the bills

to stop Americans
from traveling on
beligerent vesels
and will you please
vote against the building
of there 12 & 15 milion
dollar war ships

as floating pallaces
the submarines

(p- 2)

are the ones that

we need and our
cities and coast
towns well mined
and fortified we
dont want our
Country to patern
after European
nations in the
milatary line if

you love our beautiful
south land and our
nation as you should
you will do all

in your power to
prevent war the
Common people of
our land realize

that a great crisis is
(p-3)

upon us

and it depends

upon our representi-
ves in Congress

to do their wise

and patriotic

duty that they

owe their country

at this critical

time your vote



may prove a
blessing or a curse
to the presant
generation and
those that shall
live after us may
God direct you and
all of you to vote
for the good and
moral uplift of
our nation
(-4
We certainly are deeply
grateful to our
President and represen-
itives in keeping our
Country out of this
horrible war we cant
help but believe that
our President has been
mislead in this
Preparedness Policy you
live in the south
Pictur to yourself
the poverty crime
and suffering that
war would bring on
your native land
we would like
for you to vote
for the Rural Credit
(p-5)
Bill we send a
printed page out of
the Progressive Farmer
we would like for
you to show this
letter to your
Coleague and any
member of Congress
you wish to
Wishing you a
happy and prosperous
New year yours
most truly-
B.B.Peete
D.C.Peete
J.F. Peete
James Owens
Willie Williams



COPY

January 28, 1916. -1,

Mr. B. B. Peete, and others,
Madison, Alabamsa,

My dear Sirs:

Receipt 1s acknowledged of your lettler
of the £5th instant, and ite contents have been
earefully noteds I can see no reason why we
should "get up in the alr” and launch and exten~
sive and extravagant military polley at this time.
In my opinion, the danger of trouble with any of
the great powers of Europe for many years to come
is very remote. Your suggestions as to certain
increases in our HNavy is a good one, and it ap-
pears now that sentiment is in favor of making a
conservative increase along this line. With the
present lighis before me, I could not get the cone
sent of my mind to vote for any extravagant mili-
tary program. {

I have for many years been a strong
advocate of a rural credits gy=tem, but am ijd
favor of a farmers' bill and not a bankers' bill.
In my opinon, most of the bills of this cheracter
that have been introduced in Congress are favore
able to the bankers instead of the farmers. It
is hoped, however, that when consideration of a
measure of this character is had, that the neces-
sary amendment may be added to eliminate this un-
desirable feature of the messure.

I thank you for your letter, and shall = js
be glad to hear from you a2t any time with any sug- = "9
gestion you may cere to make, and if I can be of >
gervice in future in any way, I shall be zlad to do
‘80

/ Sincerely yours,
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