JNO. A. MAY

SHERIFF
HOUSTON COUNTY
DOTHAN ALABAMA

A. H. MAY,
Chief Deputy

April 23, 1¢917.

Hon. John  H. Bankhead,
Member of Senate,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:-

I most earnestly request that you stand
by President Wilson on his selective conscription
plan. There are at least five hundred men in my
county of the military age to-day who are not pro-
ducing anything and are not trying to do anything,
and I believe I see in President Wilson's conserip-
tion plan the idea of forecing this class of men to
do one of the two things, join the colors or go to
work and help to produce something for the support
of the Government.

I am strongly opposed to the volunteer
plan offered by Congressman Dent. If this plan
should be adopted and it is left up to the people
of this country to volunteer to win this fight,
the very best people will join and leave the low
grade of white and black people here to keep living
while possibly a million of our best young men lose
their lives for their protection. For the sake of
the good people of our country, stand by President
Wilson and force this non-productive element to the
front and if they will not fight, they can be used
and should be used for breastworks; the country
would be better off without theme You may think
this is a little harsh, but it is true and it is
my honest convietion and I truly hope that you will
stand by President Wilson and fill up all ranks of
our army by and through conscription.

Thanking you for past favors and assuring
you that I am always at your service, I am,

Respectfully yours,

M/M



COPY

27 iprid 1987, beo

al‘. Jm AC B&w’
Dothan, Alabams,

Hy dear May:

I hum your letter of the 25»d instant,
which I have carefully noteds I thoroughly cone
cur in the views you express because 1 4o not be=
lieve in any other manney cem we raise sm effective
armys Conseription lays its hand ecually upom all
alile, |

I shall always be glad tols&r}fmm:ln
reference to any matter in which you are interested.
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