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REPORTS OF OFFICERS

Report #5

1. The following is a chronological list of events as they were
observed during the blackout of December 2, 1942, at the Vulcan Tower,
top of Red Mountain, Birmingham, Alabama, as reported by lst Lt. James
W. Brown, Jr:

a. Air raid signal sounded at 21:20 CWT,

2. The following deficiencies in the conduct of the said blackout
were noted:

a. City street lights were not cut off until 2125 CWT and there was
not a complete elimination of street lights until about 2130 CWT.

b. Traffic continued to flow steadily until about 2130 and thereafter
there were many isolated cases observed of automobiles traveling during the
blackout.

c. The area known as "Elyton" and West End was never at any time dur-
ing the thirty minutes of blackout completely darkened. On the contrary
many lights were observed and frequently houses in which lights had been
turned off would suddenly show their lights for a few moments and then be
blackened again.

d. It was observed that two apartment houses in the direction of
Highland Park Golf Course failed to eliminate their lights.

€. During the course of the blackout a "run" was made by the steel
plant in Ensley which presented a very prominent light and another "run"
was made by the Sheffield Plant which, although not so prominent, was
clearly discernable,

f. Frequently persons carrying flashlights could be observed around
the city.

. A series of white lights were observed in the direction of Graymont,
which lights remained lighted during the entire blackout. However, the
character of the source of said lights could not be determined. These lights
were regularly spaced and would appear to have formed a boundry line or
flood lights for some factory, railroad yard or public installation,

3. The Homewood sector was, with the exception of approximately a
dozen isolated lights, completely blacked out about 2125 CWT. The Fairfield
Wylam sectors were completely blacked out by 2125 CWT. The Ensley sector,
with the exception of the furnace noted above, remained completely blacked
out, The remainder of the city which could be observed remained a perfect
target for enemy aircraft,
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L. About 75% of the entire city area under observation was lighted
at the time the airplanes flew over the central section of the city.

5. Aside from the fact that the city was never at any one point of
time completely blacked out the greatest deficiency appeared to be the
tardiness with which street lights, advertising signs, home lights were
eliminated,

6. About 2135 CWT ssveral sections of street lights in the north
sections of the city were flashed on and off,

7. Although the alert warning devices were discernable from the
tower it is the personal opinion of this officer that the warning devices
are inadequate and may be the cause of delay in the proper functioning of
the blackout.

8. The blackout as a whole was very unsatisfactory.
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