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Neg

ro voter may cast

deciding ballot Tuesday

BY JAMES CHISUM, News staff writer

Alabama’s more than 241,396 Negro voters could
decide political life or death for any one of the state’s
three gubernatorial candidates Tuessay.

But too many factors which can’t he examined in
advance make even a gqualified prediction of the
effect of the “Negro” vote impossible. These factors
include: o

—The size of the vote. The 241,396 figure is
impressive, but it could be cut sharply if many
Negroes decided simply to refuse to make a choice.
The number of white voters who participate also
would have a bearing on the weight of the Negro
votes. ; ;

—THE NATURE of the white vote, If an
overwhelming majority chose one of the candidates,
even a Negro vote close to the 241,396 figure would
have little effect, probably deciding only which
candidate came in second. - :

—The unanimity and control of Negro leaders. At
this point, known Negro leaders apparently don’t
agree on which choice would benefit their people
more, This could lead to a three-way split of the
available Negro votes. However, this might be offset
if Negro voters simply don’t follow the advice of their
leaders and make the choice for themselves.

To make the Negro vote effective, Negro leaders
must battle a widespread feeling that their people
have no choice in the election except to vote for a
segregationist or throw their vote away on an
independent who has no chance to win.

POINTING OUT the massive effort to get Negroes
registered, Dr, John Nixon, president of the Alabama
NAACP council, said “We’ve been working nearly 50
years to get them registered . . . We definitely want
them out.”

Using current estimates, Negro voters in full
strength would have about one vote in four if white
voters go to the polls in full strength. But if 250,000 of
the approximately one million white voters stay away
from the polls, Negro votes would be about -one in
three.

In this case a unified Negro vote easily could
decide the outcome of the election if white voters
came to the polls in light numbers and split three
ways among the candidates.

The Negro vote could bring the election into an
extremely close contest if the independent candidate,
Dr. Carl Ray Robinson, were largely ignored and one
of the other candidates got only two out of three
white votes.

The Negro vote could make the candidate less
favored by whites a close contender — and perhaps
give him the election.

BUT THE most unpredictable factor in the Negro
vote is its unanimity. Negro leaders are unified — at
least in public — only in a desire to wield the power
available to them by getting out the vofe.

Alabama’s largest Negro political organization,
the Jefferson County Progressive Democratic Coun-
cil, is backing Mrs. Lurleen Wallace, reportedly as a
means of aiding the mnational Democratic Party.
Leaders of the organization predict 95 per ceni of
Jefferson County’s approximate 62,992 registered
Negro voters will follow its recommendations and will
help influence Negro voters elsewhere in the state.

But the Alabama Coordination Associaton for
Registration and Voting, headed by Dr. Gordon
Rogers Jr. of Anniston, reportedly has failed to agree
on a gubernatorial candidate, though it has picked a
slate of lesser candidates,

IT ALSO HAS been reported that the Confedera-
tion of Political Organizations, a group associated
with the NAACP, couldn’t agree on a candidate.

Dr. Nixon, however, says enigmatically “We
think one of the candidates has a good chance.”

He also concedes that he believes Mrs. Wallace,
as a stand-in for her husband, should be defeated,
though he admits that the general opinion among
Negro voters at the grass roots is that both Martin
a{lthallace are cut from the same segregationist
cloth.
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Dr, Nixon believes the power of the Negro vote will
be most apparent in Birmingham, Mobile and Mont-
gomery, where he says more than 105,000 Negroes are
registered. He estimates that 250,000 to 260,000 Negro
voters are registered in the state,

This figure is slightly higher than the Iatest
estimate of 249,547, made by the Southern Regional
Council in Atlanta, or the earlier 241,396 estimate of the
council,

Approximately 1,187,075 white voters are registered,
the Council estimated last summer,
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