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Barrancas Barracks Fla
March 7" 1861
My own Sweet Pet
I received yesterday yours

mailed the 1% Inst — and my Darling | felt
so badly when I read it and found that you
had not received my letters and that you
were thinking that | had forgotten you or
was neglecting you — My Pet | have been two
weeks to morrow as the usual phrase is and

in that time | have written at least ten
or twelve letters — I have sent letters to you
every time any one has left here for

Eufaula besides mailing some five or
six — | sent a letter by Dr Terry by Ramsey
by Cap — by Woods by Boatright — by Brannon
| believe I shall not send any more that
way — but I will mail them all for the future

They don’t deliver them that must be the
way — This much Darling as an apology — and
Nannie when you do not receive letters will you
not attribute the cause to something else and
not to the want of affection or love on the
part of your old Dear — Nannie you know | love
you — why then Darling should I through a

little carelessness or negligence make you feel
lonely and desolate — Darling will not this
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letter keep you from feeling so badly — Well Dearest
I will talk of something else — It is early
this morning the mail closes at 9’oclock
and | must hurry — Breakfast is not ready

| got up early to write to you — | was up

last night hauling cannon until half past

12 o’clock — We moved three cannon yesterday to a
sand Battery one from Barrancas and two from
the navy yard — Instead of moving them on
skids as | wrote we would be compelled to
do — we got them on truck wheels and pulled
them through the sand — one of them weighed 3000
Ibs. and the wheels buried some 12 or 18 inches
in the sand in some places — so you may im=
agine what sort of heavy pulling it was.
Our men work well and cheerfully. The news from
Washington is considered warlike and excites
considerable commotion — Forney did not go to
Montgomery after all — he stopped in Pensacola
and went to work getting up sand bags and
flannel for cartridges — Baker also turned
back and is now here — Boatright left here
yesterday morning — | sent a letter to you — his



wife is sick is the reason he got a furlough —
There is considerable variety of opinion here
in reference to the Presidents message — Some
think it means war others think differently
For my own part I think if we want to get
possession of Pickens that we will have
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to fight for it — and that is my chief concern
just now — and further 1 would not be
surprised if Lincoln should attempt to
reoccupy the public property here — If he

does and waits ten days or two weeks

we will give him a respectable fight and

with any thing like equality we will whip

his army and hold the property — Nannie

my Darling | am beginning to think that

our time here is very uncertain — we may remain
here for the whole twelve months — I have made
up my mind to any thing and will try and be
prepared for it — | have plenty of work Nannie
plenty of it —and when you do not receive letters
from me just think of my being up

pulling cannon until 12 %2 o’clock at night
and being so busy during the day as not

to have time for any thing that would

occupy me an hour — Give my

love to all the family — | must hasten

to close — | have had breakfast and it

is getting time for me to go to my work — |

am not my own man now Darling — | have

to obey the orders of superior officers — and just
here permit me to say that take out Forney
and | would not give a dried apple for
three-fourths of the balance — Forney
conducts the whole affair and | depend

on him for every thing — well my Dearest
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I must go good by god bless you my

Darling. Now Nannie please drop that

part of your letters saying that you are

afraid you annoy me by your long

letters — and dont Darling please talk

about my being so busy that I will

not have time to read them and all

that — It grates on my feelings Nannie

and makes me feel unpleasant

The weather is fine good by my

love to all as ever your own

devoted and loving Husband
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