










  Camp ‘Alabama’ 
   June 25th 1861 
My own Dear Nannie 
 I expect before you get this 
letter that you will feel as if I had 
neglected My Darling – But it will  
not be so. Our Post Master or the  
man who attended to getting our mail  
is sick and no mail was sent off 
yesterday and if any was received  
I got none – I expect Mr McNair 
or Dr. Black will be going home  
to-day or to-morrow and I will send  
this letter by them, one of them –  
I have nothing particularly new or  
interesting to write – war vessels  
are congregating here I do not  
know whether it is accident or design  
nor whether any thing like an attack  
is meditated or not. One arrived a  
day or so ago and yesterday a large 
steamer supposed to be the Brooklyn  
was seen steaming up. There are 
now about as many as ever were 
here. The climate and hard work 
is telling on our Regiment now 
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there has been three deaths in it 
lately – after all I do not know  
for some out of eight hundred  
men would most likely have 
died if all had remained at  
home – To-day Darling is the 25th  
June – July will soon be here –  
You write me when I must come 
as near as you can and I will do  
my very best to get off. It makes  
me slightly nervous to think of it. 
But my Dearest I know you are in  
good earthly hands, and besides and  
above all you are in the hands of God  
in whom we must all put our trust 
You do not know Dearest how  
much and how constantly I have 
thought of you lately – I am satis= 
fied you have not been out of  
my thoughts for a long time. No  



matter how busily I might be en= 
gaged, any thoughts were and still  
are constantly recurring to my  
Precious Darling. But I must 
not write in this strain for I am  
afraid I will make you sad which  
I do not wish to do. Our Regiment  
officers and all are in tents together 
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except the ‘Rifles’ – and I expect they  
will move up soon – I hope in a  
few days to have a floor to our  
tent (Macon & myself) and then  
we shall be quite comfortably  
fixed. Nannie I like the horse  
I bought very much, but do you think  
I never received the saddle – I am  
afraid I have lost it altogether 
From this circumstance my horse 
has not been of much use to me –  
we still eat at our last quarters 
and find it very inconvenient. 
I hope we will move our kitchen  
soon. So you see we are far  
from being comfortably fixed up  
yet. We are expecting every day to hear  
something important from Virginia 
We were very much exercised about  
the evacuation of Harpers Ferry but  
it turns out to be an advance instead  
of a retreat – I wish Lincoln and  
his cabinet could be driven from  
Washington and Maryland relieved  
from the galling  yoke to which 
she is subjected – I would give a  
good deal to be able to go there and  
learn for myself exactly what is  
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going on – Things here now look a little 
more warlike than a few weeks ago –  
But it fails to excite me as I have  
been stirred up so often by the same  
sort of things – Our men have been  
practicing at guns and Mortars for some 
days – The ‘Rifles’ with Mortars –  
There has been some fine shooting – at  
least so said Generals Bragg & Walker. 



The companies at guns are still prac= 
ticing. The Mortar companies in our  
Regiment have left off practicing –  
I have never been able to get down there 
yet – I am going to try and go this  
evening – I have been and still am  
quite busy – and will be until this  
business of moving is completely  
settled – and I expect about the time  
we get comfortably fixed we will move  
some where else – Well Darling give  
my love to all the family every one  
I sent a memorandum in my letter 
before this for Capts Baker or Johnston 
You need not trouble yourself with  
it as I will get Mr McNair to do  
all I wish in reference to it – You  
must not be too confidant in expecting 
me home and you will not be so  
much disappointed if I can’t get  
off – good by again my love to  
all -  Many kisses of love from your  
old Dear. May Heaven bless and  
preserve you – as ever – your Hubert 
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