




Richmond Dec. 24, 1861. 
 
His Excellency 
  Jn. Gill Shorter 
  Gov. of Ala. 
       Dear Sir 
   I am instructed by  
the President to acknowledge the receipt  
of your letter of the 16th inst. in behalf 
of Dr S. W. Dent for an appointment  
as Surgeon and to inform you that 
the Dr. has his sympathy and he hopes  
to be able to comply with your 
request. Your letter has been referred  
to the special attention of the Secretary  
of War.  Very Respectfully 
    Robert Josselyn  
     P.S. 
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