








  Camp near Tupelo Miss 
    June 28th 1862 
My own Dear Wife 
  I had just seated myself to write you 
when your’s of the 22nd was handed me – of course I was  
glad to get it – for I am always glad to hear from my 
own Dear Darling. Well by this time Ada has gradu= 
ated. and I am sure she acquitted herself well –  
I wish I could have been with you but regrets are  
useless. Congratulate Ada for me and say to her  
that I hope her future may be a bright and happy one 
undimmed by sorrow or distress. I believe I have 
coined a word – but she will understand me – My 
Father remained with me until late yesterday even= 
ing – also another gentleman named Barry a refugee  
from Maryland – The latter showed me a letter written 
by the notorious Dan Sickles to his (Barry’s) wife 
releasing her from arrest – she lives in Prince George’s 
Co. Md. and was arrested by Sickles for communicating  
with the rebels. It was the same crowd than run  
my Father from home – He (my Father) is in only toler= 
able health. Both have gone to Jackson Miss and may 
be there some time – George as I wrote is in Richmond.  
He stood the marching and fighting under Stonewall Jack= 
son finely. His company suffered some and he lost 
among others his Captain whom he loved very much.  
I believe I wrote you that his company had disbanded 
George is quite anxious to remain with the 1st Md 
regt especially as they have been so highly complimen= 
ted for whipping the famous Bucktail Penn. Regt 
But it seems uncertain whether he can get into  
a company to suit him. He may join my company 
I however do not persuade him as he will have  
to be a private for a good while and may never 
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in face get any higher – while I would like very 
much to have him yet he might not be very well 
satisfied and therefore I do not like to persuade 
him – My Father expresses a good deal of confi= 
dence in our ability to hold Richmond – I hope he  
may be correct – but I am very much afraid  
of the burrowing propensities of McLellan 
Things remain quiet there a long time. I have just 
heard to=day that four thousand men have been sent  
from here to Chattanooga. Whether more will go and  
when I know not. I hear also that troops have gone  
from Mobile up there – our Division commanded  
by Withers has been made a reserve Corps. So  
we will not be the first in a fight while we remain  
thus – Although the best troops are generally held 
in reserve I cannot say that I would like this  



very well were it not for the fact that in this way  
I will stand a better chance to get a leave of  
absence. I think now my chances are pretty  
good – but I will not be able to get more than 
twenty days. If I get it at all I expect to leave 
here about the 10th July – I will only have a short 
time to remain but even that will be gladly ac= 
cepted – well I have given you all the news here 
personal & otherwise and will now write of some= 
thing else. That boy of ours must be a great little  
fellow.  and so he wants PaPa’s letters and Kisses 
them – How I do want to see him hear him talk  
and see him walk – I wonder if he will get so  
he will know me while I am at home. I hope so  
I believe I want to see him almost as bad as I  
do my Darling. Did the poor little fellow ever get  
a carriage? if you ever wrote me that he did I have 
forgotten it. How much does he weigh? Well I hope 
I will soon see him and his dear MaMa too –  
I am very sorry to hear such news of Willie  
Toney – poor boy – and I feel so sorry for his family  
I tell you what Darling these surgeons are too 
fond of cutting off limbs. Should I ever be 
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unfortunate as to be wounded either in the leg 
or arm I am not going to let a surgeon cut 
them off without I think it necessary. I  
am much obliged for your suggestions about  
going to Mr Hudson’s at Columbus – but I hope  
at the same time that I will keep well. I  
am very well and if I can miss bullets & c 
I think will go through the war all right 
I have been living well this week having had  
potatoes onions and black berry pies in addition 
to our usual fare. The weather is still very 
warm. we had a little rain last night and some  
little again to-day. It is still cloudy and I hope  
we will have a good deal shortly. I do not  
think I envy your hearing the commencement  
sermon. I have an idea that I would have 
been greatly bored. well it is after dinner 
and every body nearly asleep. I will lay  
this aside and finish to-night. Goodby God  
bless you my Darling wife. It is now after  
supper and I propose to finish this letter. I have 
heard this evening that there has been another 
terrible fight before Richmond in which we were the  
attacking party and that we had been successful 
but to what extent could not learn. I shall 
look anxiously for the particulars. We have so  
often been successful at first and then lost all 



the fruits of victory that I shall wait to hear more 
before I throw up my hat and shout hurrah! 
I hope we have defeated McLellan and that we 
will gain the fruits of the victory. The whole 
south would breathe freer and the wavering  
be strengthened and I hope the war will be made 
aggressive and carried into the enemy’s Country.  
Oh! there is one thing about Willie Toney that I do 
not understand – How came he in our lines if  
the Yankees got hold of him? We have a pretty 
good camp here now plenty of good water &c 
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our men are generally in fine health and  
spirits – our horses are improving and we will  
soon be in fine condition for a march or a fight 
Clayton’s regiment is suffering a good deal 
from sickness and I heard that Mitchell’s Com= 
pany only turned out six men for duty a day or  
two ago. New men have to go through a certain 
amount of sickness. We have had a very little 
rain – but that little helped. I was much amused 
at your account of the visit to Mrs Rainey. They 
must be a powerful loving couple. I wonder how Bill 
ever managed to tear himself away from her loving embra= 
ces. Tell Mona she must not be getting sad and  
taking trouble by anticipation. That it is much  
better for her to be cheerful so long as Henry is all 
right. How does Mrs Chambers bear the absence of the  
Col or is she in Montgomery with him. I am very  
busy now. Robertson and myself are the only offi= 
cers with the battery and are both kept pretty busy  
what an immense amount of suffering has been 
caused by this war – and when will it end? I be= 
lieve that if McLellan is whipped before Richmond  
that it will postpone instead of hastening foreign 
intervention – certainly as far as England is concerned 
My idea is that Europe wishes to see a final separation  
of this country – but that she wants both countries to be 
badly used up before peace is made – hence I think Eng= 
land would be more apt to interfere to prevent our  
subjugation than any thing else – as long as we seem 
able to hold our own she will “let us alone.” The war  
I think is certain to last some years. Give my  
love to all the family. I think I should have Mollies 
letter by this time. Keep in good spirits my Darling  
and try and be cheerful tell the boy to be good and  
kiss him for PaPa. I expect he will be spoiled with  
so much petting. with much love and many  
kisses for you & the boy I close. Your own 
old Dear who loves you better and better every  
day -      Hubert 
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