














C.Q f.I

Hea.d Quarters

My dear Wife··..

Montgomery"

Dear Slr;

Near Pensaoola

27th Nov 1861

I arrived in Pensacola Ju.~ in ~lme to hear the 1ali ,una of a

,reat bombardment·.·The lieht from ihebwmlne ..ooden buildinc. of the

village. near the Navy Yard cogld be .een d18t1no\11, for lome distance up the

road, and ~e heavy boom!nc of cannon a. di.tlncU, h.an·..• ! was fumbheci

..i~h the counter.slgn passed the post., and cot out to the Genl. quar~er., about

the time the lalt Clin was fired·.....hlch ..... from our lide. The Fort and fleet

were both sUent the next day but a. th.y had commenoed on Friday & Satu.rday

about 91 Or 10 ocloOk it Wa' thought they would becin at that ha,ur on Sunday.

, So ae 800n a. I could get a hor.e on lund., MOrninc I hurried down to Ft. M'Ree

( which was the chief point of attack bl the enemy) not bec..u•• it wae the po.t

of dancer and of horror but betln.e Capt lone, in an...r to who~e dispatch I

bad come down, had been sent to tbat place ..fter Colo Vl11ipieue bad been

wounded, and I wanted to lee him before l.e1nc Genl. B. I rode over the eround

oovered by .hot. and shell t.orn up by t.oem a" allDO.t. everl point. in tbe rear of

and near QU. bat.t.erie. and for the flr.t t.ime oomprehended .om.thine of the

might.y effect.s of the:improvemenis in the art of war, b\&t ..hen 1 approaohed

wUhin a few hundred yardl of Ft. MCaee t.be road leadiae by the euct. line of

sbot of the Fleet the number of furrow. plunged deep in the .and b, the .hot. and

.hell which had palled over \he fort and the Jal29 loads, of mi ••iIe. and broken

lIhell 111ng alODe the road showe4 t.he wonderful effect. of the terrible Ure 0 f

the Fle.t••lootin, at my watch and ,e.lnc that it ... about the time for the

fire 'to begin accordine to all the oaloulationa of those about head quarters

I must admit that I felt anxl01 to be 1n.lde of the fort before it did beeln.

anel dld what. I al..a,. hat. to 40; rode ml hor.e furlou.l, over the heavy road

up to the fort··· When I go~ lnlide .uoh a sight al I neyer expect to lee aeain

unle.s produced 1n the same w.,. and anJ one who I ..W the lort In the condition

it then .al and refleoted on ~le .mall 10•• of 11f. or injury bl wound...ould be

foroed to admit the hand uf Providence a. the onl, explanation•••Nearll ..11 the

cun. on the rampart diemantled all but one. Ever1 CUD but one havine on Ft. P
nrtve

diemanthd, onll three or four","""" in thai d1aaster the ita having been buili
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to defend the oha.nncl·...·Tho wulls about the :J'».\&Ptijt,"ahattered as. Man,- louee
! ~W(" l

b~1~k lyinc around as would build .. half 40.en hou .a, hundred of ehell and

shot sr.:a1;~erod 'throuch the btl.rior 01 the for\.· .. J!.vel7 plaoe 1n o!ght mashed
(

aftd scarred by shot illld shell···Evldencel of the wooden platform of the

and the quarter. having beon on fire ••veral time. and of \he1r having be.ft

ex~in&ul~hed 4urina tnt cannonade by the bray. catrl.0n.--Al1 ore.~.d an ad·

lIlintion by the extraordlnaq founce, OOD.tanOY. st. indeed heroltm ot tbe men

who delended 1\--The ma.s.t1nea .ore 1a treat peril...,-n.e fb, .bot ....y. "net

replac.d by a gallant fellow named J••,. U. Garner of, Macon aa. und,r a .tream

of abot & ebell.·.Kad Sumter been a.lenaec by Vllllplcue the tl~. would haye

been ~,\ cut, and the place held until the wall. were knoGk~ ~own about hi•

•ar.···A\ a battery Jun\ ou~~id. of the tort. , facine the position of the

Fleet. a magaftlne waG broken 1n b1 heav, abell falling 1n rapid lucee.stan

upon 1t, ooverinl up 10 or 12 man In the NUlI··.The Company in charce boldl1

went \0 wovk to eliavaM tb..··G men ..en on.htd bl the fall. and thoM aUve

'though COvered up ..re beard to cheer Old .a tbe1 were d11111\# to_rd. t.1lf!m-••

hurrah f~~r Ie" Dayia 4 the Confederate S\ate.··· t1 .II 11 d
g were rescue" e. ve an

all but oue of them onl)' slightly hurt·...th~ other not aangerouB1y- Can !Jueh

!'I1e!l t'& conquered! !'he fire from the ~ee" we! wonderoul1, good that. from ft.

Pickens not 80 tood ~or the oaleul.tlon ot the lbel1 or the character of t.he

",l,,,11e* .0 sood a. that of the fleet but ret o\lf f1ctent11 destl'l.tetlve·••You

Wit understand th~t McRee n. net intended t.o .ttact Ft. f. or to operate on

• fleet in the direction and at .. di.tlnee which the fleet la;•••bui ia only

efficient acalnst a fleet atteml)Unc to pa•• into the b"1 by • channel runnln.
'ole

near the Itt. (UcR). So It coul~/llttle &;&1nct the n ••t or the other rt•• 1t

being a point of honor to hold it, and al.o a nece••ltr to aid 1n keep!n, a

fl~et out ot tho bay••-The =una for thi•••rTiee are still in load eondlti~n.

The fire t,.om the battery below ~.,. Mon•••&1"11 cUrected and drove 011 t~le

HurUol"cl the l.t da1··.; in. came bact t.he l.cont1 day! 800n W;.I s.nt to the

rlf,htabout. the Niagara .al a180 orippled by tnt. battery &driven off on the

2nd d~.·.She will not no able to try it _cain ~ if sue d08••h~ will find

additional batteri•• ~hlch will g1ve her ~o~*h to do to keep alloat for 2
Cft..~

hourfl· ... ·T.ha reason ~h. Ft. ha.d no guns Iwiftt on the Fleet a.nd t~ at no baUerle.

but the one or two had bOfln planted near thie polnt ftS that thft coast

~u".ya mifllled our 0 !floers by lIthodng that there "as l~u w,rter than 18



,f>~,"
atil ficient to flQat & ,St'll',p' in

channel leadin~ up to a point oompar&tivcly deorer~-- and then &GAniled th~ fort

We knew it._!~ •.
'the men at the fort h~y() worked like beaY~rs and au the fort is l!ronl1jer

&!11St than it ever was-· It 1, not only 10, but the, hOW know they can def1

the utmost power of t.~ eneNJ and the fleet of \he world oan not enter

Pensaoola bay-·-It 1s a hard \hinc to bAtter down Ii fort like tort PiCkens,

but it 11 .anl to make 1t very uneoofor1&ble. an4 I think 1t not~11kelY

that a veek', work the m.n may be 80 eXh~!8'ed and harra8sed that we ~ 1n the

aO.Qnce or ship., be able to go over and take po.so.alon.-.l am oocupying the

pod tion of volunteer aid en the Genl' B 8taU, which allow. mEl to see and

Jtn ..," everything going on, to have an bonorable part ln the eng$.gem0nt. lind \0

leave tor home if there i. no chance of a flgh~-.- I Ihall remain here or about

here at lea.et until lI11u·.... l have sent I.lP for abed & bed clothe, - •• !~1 love

to ihu dear boys Ii Cowl\h.·- also to ).1a, your father, Linchey and all the

1oW1g ooosf1O...·"fell thm if the oxic.net•• of the serv1ce will permit I Ihall be

up to eee lOU···

VOIl tou.t not perr'Ji t anyone to speak 0 f anythini in thh letter 38 coming

from me·..-l may have spoken uf mal\era no~ intended for the public

Your affeotionate hlJlband a. G. S.

Sent to ~obil. to be mailed

Addrese me at

O·bannonvlll. (near) Pen.&e~la

Letter addressed to!
V

Mr•• r~i11lsemple
Oalnetown

Gluke County
AI.-••
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