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A UMy, Thorahill who has benn on a vistt 10 some relatives In the e,
leaveas ue this eveg. for home and will teke thie to Vontgomery in time for
tre Farg® bort on the Saturdsy after XImag., I got your leiter to day with
Bra Ceorge’s enclosed and the note of Petiy««=1 was well rlecsed o see his
denr handwrlting sgain as well as %0 {lnd from yours thet you and all cur
dogr ones are welles ’

I freguently have oprortunities of sending letiers if they were
written but ar often so engaged g to be unable t0 write at the moment, and
0o one Likes to write s letter F xeep it waiting for a chance to cend iteew

Genl. Duekner wholhed been ordered to take commmnd at Yohile and in
whoge Divislon 7 hsve been lolls me that he repgrets parilng #iith me and
ghell) ask when he takes comwwnd 1o have me sent o bhime«sThie i2 & compliment
and offers come hope that I mey get back to Ala, but ! fear & smell one, for
he was unvilline to ask firege 0 let me go with him 28 he raid he knew he
wouldfe fdse,and o8 he expressed 1%, he might be shot for iteesihis opinion
ie another ¢orpliment from Oenlf Rrapg but 1 would reather dispense with the
complimont of belng thought negrssary to the Army of lenn

I am worried ; 400d deal in my ecsmand, but much of it 15 no doudd
from 2 neturel impatience of temper whieh T hope to correcte-wThe hnprdships of
the eorvice T could very rell estand 1f ] were rot rersusded that ~uny of them
eould be smeliorsted by more care and foreeight on the part of our leaderge-e
But when I reflect on the metter the wonder to me is that #e nre unsble to
keep up armies and defy no powerful an enemy with the materisl we have for
officers---The spirit and endurance of ouf men is beyond all rraise, and under
Gtod will yet be the means of our delivermncecse

I sometimes think I am selfish in whining ee I do, when €0 meny men are
worae off thean myself snd yet doing their duty without eomplainteee

You wil) have left hefore John reaches home--<ino hiez been awinlly homee
siev for a long while and euffered 80 much from complainis real and fancied,
that 1 thirzk.ha %111 not rewmain long in the =eprvice if he can help ife--
Elmore has the ssme somplaint 4n sn aggravated form and #ill 2:39 tske the first

onportunity of geiting outl which will advance Dick G. anid Joee-~--T"iek hns a {ine
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Military turn and will "amke his mark if the war lasts long, snd Joe also

likes it and will be & good »fficer as he ig & brave and affectionate young
fellow~~e] sometimes fancy that in a real dloody battle if we should have an
gxpused ﬁizzz;&iz;***\ and lose a great many of our men I would if so fortunate
58 Lo egcape, be almosi as sincere a mourner over many of ithem as their parents
brothers, sisters and I had almaét sald wivese-efAs to Madave } and her wosthy
son 1 give myself no ¢omcern about such ?AAAE””‘w*me. had the good fortune

to shoot himeelf through the {oct with = piétol which produced him a furlough
which ¥ .9~'/°c> had failed in doing for himese

I think possibly it would be & good idea to get out of the service by
promotion, and e 1 am told Cenl, Hardee compiimentgd,me highly in his report
it 18 not beyond the bounds of possibility that ’Eom’ :. bns!. “-z‘éatta Chilton,
and some other friends, I have about ‘‘iehmond might forward the honor for my
promotion, which would detach me from my o . and give me a better opportunity
&7 Ol‘.*&/v\m‘/‘ of getting out of the service--=1 wish I could e in Richmond
for a few days to get the thing in motion--s

Tom might aseist an anplication 0 have my battery sent to lohilee-.

Tou see there is almost as much politics in the army ae in Vontgomery
which you thought the jA*4uLA~~~We shall not be sent to ‘lobile , except
through some influence in Richmond, and if Judge Goldthwaite would work the
matter properly 1 think he might effect i{ through Judge Campbell and our
friends in Hichmonde-=

Yy own healih is now pretiy good. The men are healthy---Only one on
the nick 1ist %o day, and he ate a hearty dinner--«

Yy time is so taken up with duties, serious ete., and the neccsaity of
rrocuring forage for 100 horses % mules that I scarcely have an idea beyond
sompany matterge--

Mending a MgI xheigngoaking at ammunition, making ebout ; doz. written
reports dally (Thank God)} they can't read half of them, fille up the day &
ag we lack candies bed time comes at darke«e

I am now writing by a dip manufactured by 4lmore £ Enoche-e3rilliant
as it was it‘nnw begins to fuil and I muat say good night to my darling---
Love to all the children, Your father Y“other Fanny Lindsay Kllen iouann &
my baby.

3 happy XZmeg to you nlle-e
Your affectionate husband
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