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Tullaboma Tenn =--Jany 8th /62.
My dear Wifeewe

Another dreadful battle and I am yet safe -~ Poor Joe with his
leg & arm shattered left in the Hospital at M, His leg had been amputated
when I saw him & he was only hal! consgious =~~~ The dear boy as we heard:
at 2 P.M, the hour when our ¢avalry lef{ was somewhat better and we have
some hope that he may yet recover -«« He was titttcd by the most skilful
Surgeons all of whon felt great interest for him,

I wae acting as Chief of Artillery of the Division on our extreme
left & s0 was not on right shen Elmore & Joe with 4 of my pleces were engaged
in that most bloody sonflict «e< On the 31st my Battery being ordered to the
right I entreated to be allowed %o walve my rank & go with it -<<Cleburne
said 1f I ocould find one satigfactory to Hardee to fill the ﬁout I might goe«-
Majok Hotehkiss agreed % act & I went to Breckenridges Division with the
Battery e«« Je were hotly engaged several times but with my usual good fortune
escaped with the loss of only one man & two horsese~ iMajor Hotchkiss was
wounded on the 3lst and I was again ordered to act as Ch., of Arty. Cleburnes
Division «««ig my Battery was at the same 3ime returned to the Division I
knew I sould be much of the time with it & had no objection to act as I wished
to see the whole fleld .

No engegment of any consequence t00k plade that day, but on the next
I was ordered by Bragg to send 4 Pleces of my Battery to reéport to him for duty
on the right ~-« I again begged to go with them but Cleburne said he wanted me
tqﬁiraet his other 14 Pieces & I should stay with him ««« As the officer who
remained might be required to act independently I was obliged to gelect Dick G,
to etay & t0 send Joe & Elmore e«

They had a terrible fight lost 20 out of 45 men in 30 minutes killed
4 wounded & 14 horses -»- Warren Hails, Teylor Blunt & F, Randolph of your
acquaintance slightly wounded ««- Also Matt Hale, Mr. Wm, Wileon's son severly
but not dangerously ~«« I left Dick at Murphreesboro to take care of Jos~<« zee
him buried if he died & identity the place of burial, I have every confidence
He will come back if he ecan jot away <« I gave the Surgeon Dr. Avant] Ch, of
the Div., who said he would remain with our wounded gold to provide for Joe &

also gold to Dick to take care of himself - Also gold to Matt Halees



Warren was well enough to come off on the i?ggn\next day, but
an acoldent to the cars kept him thers alsoe- I then went out on she road &
from 11 at night til) day marched through drenching sleel & rain & so on till
punset next day ~-oHow any get of men can stand such hardships I can't
imagine ««=I gont bask to Haupital at Chattanocoga about 1/2 dozen ithis morning
I have not had a cold through all this, & & nights sleep on the freezing battle
field without tiren.-w~ ffrogen ground is no pleagant coush yet I have tried 1t
often, & I sleep in the raln without knowing Lt-Qn

1 have had diarrheah for 2 or 8 days from fried pork but don't feel
mush the worse for ite<l forgot $o say that your poor unsle Charles is here
trying to gain mope intelligence ae to poor Joe's fate -+« He returns in the
morning as we will not be able $0 learn anything until Dick or Dr. Avant! get
 back =ee Fhat a ;ad blow to his poor father 2 mother e~« The dear fellow sone
ducted himsel! 20 nobly that he was admired by every body - |

%e retreated 8 miles further bask to Fstill! Springs, day before
yesterday & returned here to day «« Bragg thinke of fighting aghin near here
but the enemy have re¢'d such a shoek that they will not be likely to pursue.

ile captured 5,000 prisoners 31 Guns , 10,000 small arms, killed &
wounded 15,000 and had a great vistory Sat for Brage's impatience to drive
them our almost imprc;npb;o position in which Joe & 1,000 others were lost -we
#e lost 1 of our“.ix pieces f;zfﬁg“?uttcizb?c:t to Joe & Elmore lost 8 , the
only loss of Arty»vxu our Armmy adey, Randolphs piece Countese .

4 aé'nov writing late at night to g0 by your Uncle Charles e«s
Farewell My darling =« Lovo $0 alle«s Thank Cod with me for the mafety of gour
sweetheart ~«

You have no idea with how 1ittle pity I looked on dead Yanzees -

Ho more feeling for them than for dead dogs as I rode over them.

Sew

Letter addressed

tre, £mily V. Semple
Oainstown, Clarke Co.
Alas

Ur. Co Te Follard.
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