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Tullahome Temn lareh 15th 1863,

Yy dear Wiles

T restd your lettar, Srd March & H'Ks , & fow daye agowe I

an mch oblized to M'K for his lebter & shall -a:pect/fm hin or Heary

weaklys I am serry it is so irksame & disagreeable to hir Lo write, and
if he knew how much pleasurs it gives me to ses his ugly sorawl, I think
 he would be willing te give up an hour of his saturdays pleasure to6 Senw
tribute o mine =~ Toll M'K that I have no shet but 12 Pda iron shet, and
thatt e is indebled to the fact of my dlscovering that they hed put »ifle
poader, instead of cammon powder, inte soms of my cartridges, for the powder
I gext him «w= Rifle powder iz not £i% for cannons, as it is so fine & burns
so repidly, that exploding sll ab once, it endangers the gun, & men who serve
it w=s The bore of the oannen iz so long that the pewder should be of ccarse
grain, so as Lo burn all aleng the bore, snd ¢ontinue the explosive forss,
following the bell to the mussles One of the cartridges wes broken & I took
the looss pornder & sent Mw the othors I returncd to the Ordinance
office & gobt obhor anmmition =

T supposs 'K will want 46 lmow all about eamnon & the way they
ara Pired, other different kinds of shet fired from them ww= round shoteee
spherical cap shot, shell & oanister w-w I will axplain it all to him some
day, if I 1ive & have o ohanes =

I often think he would snjoy living in camp more than I do, and
would find rmch to anuse him == I would rest easy if I never sew another
soldier or ¢anp ag long as I livewes I have a lotter from Bishop Quinlan?
which I think may serve %¢ geb Dick e shance to ocome back to us if he still
wistes to do 80, ns I have no doubt he does - 4 I}%Zt & ohance I will
gend it throughk the lines to bim wew

Dick was a mosh faithful and excellent fellow, and I had become
more abtached to him, then you can imagine = You have no ides how I wiss hime
lis was very much a creature of hablt and would do certain things et certain
times, so that ab-the Dabtle of Murplreesbors he bhraved shot & shell to bring
mo something to eet in the fisld «= He disslosed himself to be & vetersn &
4o have lost all dread of cannon ==

I have little hope now of abtaining the Judpesidp, for as I wrote
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you, the appoiniment was made before my paspers got to “4chmond -~ I heard that

&

Judge HMoore who was appointed would decline, but I doubt this «~ I also heard
that Col. Judge who wae eppointed at Hobile, would resign, & that I might get
that place, but I fear the chances are rathervzloomy «ee I may have tc go through
this springs campaign & after it I will either be sppointed to some other place,
promoted, or permitted to retire,

The Bishop sent up $0 the army Father Casius a French Priest; who is
a very worthy & energetic mm, but » little 9d¢d « 1 wish he could have spared
Wme Duncan, A Friest who was well sducated spoke our language well & understood
the ways and manners of our people cpuld do a world of good in the army «-

¥e had Hass to day at Tullahoma & a sermon & about 100 of us assembled
in fromt of a little house at the door of which (inside) the altat was erscted-«
The day was mild & pleasant & #o we heard the sermon through -- "What shall 1t
profit a man, if he gain the whole world, & suffer the loss of his owm asoul”,
After Mass I found that many of the officers of high rank were catholics, who were
not known to me as such, and e had a pleasant meeting afterwards «-- He will re-
main withl us—until after the -ﬁﬂutu‘ QA S0N Pww

I had a lettav}!ron Mattie ititchel)l & few days agp . She tells me
aunt Clara is in Montsomoit:g,;oqkh ¢ld & care wom =< I hope brighter degys are

$a : Crceril
in store for the old lady yet . Mattie says that she tells her Emalin is much
improved in health & beautye-« How I wish I could see oni??ittlo daughter == My
heart fills with tendermness towards that child as it never did to any of the rest
but her sweet sister now an angel in Heaven. I suppose it is only the difference
of her sex, which inspires a different love for her from that which we feel for all
of them == -

I am somewhat gloomy now {rom apprehensions of our being unable to feed
and provide for our armies ~«- When we have to face double our numbers and feel
that we are not able to feed evem these we have, while we require so many more to
deal a blow that will end the war, it 4s well calculated to discourage us. The end
however is in God's hands and we must do our duty and submit patiently to the
result,

I wish now I was younger & so better fitted to mark out some new course
of life for us should we fail in our present conflict! , but I boﬁo we may triumph
yet ~-= I hope the Yankees will put off their attack on Mobile & rather attempt
Charleston or Vicksburg either of whieh 1 suspect are stronger i better fortified.

ks %0 the forts at Mobile Bay I am satisfied they could sail by shem without



danger, though the aﬁstructions of the Harbor may present greater difficulties »e

Keep the dearnlityle ones full of love for me my dear wife, by
constantly talking to them 6?‘their father, so that I may not be siranfe to them,
when I again see them, if God should so permit,

Farewell My Darling, 1 had hoped to see you this spring, but fear I
must give up the idea. I can not however entertain the idea for one moment that
we are not to meet agaln ~«-e

The weather has been fins for several days, but is threatening sgaine
I suppose in the course of three weeks more we shall have some émportant action,

John Scott is prostrated with diarrhes and gseems to have no more
spring ot elasticity in him than a wet rag. If I don't succeed in getting him
off in a few days, he will not live longs I hope however he will get & sick
furlough or be allowed to resign «e- I have been a little unwell myself, but hope
a dose of oil I took will set me all right in a day o8 two ~«« ] walked t0 town
to church this morning ee

’dt. %ith love to all £ kisses for the dear
»r

ehildren & their “other
'_tsyr affedtionate husbandee

S.

Letter addressed
Mrse. Bmily V. Semple
Care of Rev'd %. Duncan,

Mobile
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