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ar Trace Tenn.

Yy desyp life-=-

I have ree’d your two latiers since ekibing to you the last
Hth 'ay o

1t is & great comfort 10 me to hear that you and the young ones
continue well, indeed I have not been sufficiently grateful for the
continued health and safety of my dear ones in the terrible year past,
“hen I meet constantly men who have wives and children ss dear to them asg
~mine are 0 me, who tell me that they never hear from them--«Th y hear of the
country being over run, that the homef has been destroyed ete, 4 there
ends the tale for trhemee-

"'y own health continues fine--You will scarcely credit it, that I
now weigh 164 po ndgee=e

I don't see any immediate signs of s !izht«--oﬁr horses are sent daily
2/s milas %0 forage, the mules for the transportation od the army ditto--
This don't look like fight, They pile up a week's forage in my carp, which
could not be carried away if we were to movee-slirs, “ilson returned a few days
s8g0 from Hashvillee-wDick is 5441l in Morphreesboro with Dr. Avant and is
anxious to get hOmg, but I fesr he will not have the energy to work hie ‘*)°*1
throughe=s |

I am writing to vou now on a book &n my ¥nee just before breskfast and
shall have to wind up n¢ 4t ig now near at hand & I have not yet washede=
You must do t'e best you can, with th:tgroaing family &f yours, and 1 will do
the best 1 can to get back to ite 1 may be obliged to walt until after the
end of the coming campaign, but Lfgf 1 ;m pretty sure if I can only get
through 1t that 7 will devise some plarn of getting away from the army of Tenn,
- I should indeed relish an hours gorsip wkth Clara--«!y heavens! how
mich would she fyf say in that time? I «m afrald I shall hecome a rerfect
“uirote in my admiration of -the sex. I took tea with a Yrs. Col, frwin, whose
husbund an ugly but good & sensible old fellow, i3 brother of your Aunt
Rehecca's-first husband=-«They have a tharming pluce, (Gave me real tea & out
of _China cup!

There w28 an old waidenish losking young woman of ahout 3 but dressed

un for 24, & opeelng her on the lasn arorg the rese trees % vinesn, 1 was wille



2

=ing to sccept her ai thatl rate, until I thought I setually saw paint.
I met Jol. Erwin at a service some monihs =2go, end got him s plsce
withoui knowing him & $he o}d man seemed much pleased 1o meet me & make
my acpuaintange=-eo #ith love 1o all the dear ones

iffectionately Sy

Tell Ulara I hear nothing of Jewette-he 45 still at Tullahoms some 14

miles to our reare--] think he would enjoy bheing in tﬁil‘country even to the
risk of being shot heres«-it is the most heautiful farming & graring

eountry the eye san rest on.
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