






M  Murphy  near War Trace May 29  1863rs s th

My dear wife: I write to you again to let you know that 
I am getting on very well - I shall be able in a day or two 
to return to the company. The quiet & repose of this place
has been very pleasant to me & I am tempted to remain 
longer than my condition requires . The separation from the 
camp inspires me with a very strong desire to be at 
home & I shall make every effort to accomplish the wish
but in an army one is so completely a slave that my 
wishes go a very small way towards their accomplishment
Mrs Murphy tells me her house is the old homestead of
the Jr Erwins & indeed that your Aunt Rebecca
was married from here, her last wedding I suppose.

I had a note from a soldier recently from
Murphreesboro who said he saw Dick who was quite well
& was still with D  Avant - He was anxious to get to mer

& hoped to do so some of these days. D  Avant formerlyr

lived in M. & I suppose is in no hurry to get away
We are very anxious about Vicksburg & the last few 

days of silence from that quarter seem to us almost
ominous - If we can only hold out there & destroy or greatly
cripple Grants army things will be brighter for us there
for some time past. It is now a week since my fall
& but for a certain strangeness about my head & stiffness of
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my neck I should not know I had suffered any injury - 
Mary Eliza was mistaken if she had heard of my 
promotion - I have not heard of it, but an application 
has been made to the Prest. & it is coupled with a request
to assign me to duty in Ala. I say in the papers which 
are to be forwarded that even if entitled to expect promo-
=tion for devotion to duty & meritorious service I do not
desire it if I am to remain on duty with the Army of 
Tenn. I prefer my position as Captain of a Battery if I am to 
remain with this army.  I don’t know of any duty in which
I would be put in Alabama, & there I fear will be the difficulty

I see that Genl Maury is to be in command at Mobile
& perhaps he may require some man of general acquaintance 
with the state, with him & if so he would find a very willing
man in me - There is also some prospect of Mr Judge  s

resigning, & he has sent in his resignation conditional on some 
decision to be made by the War Dept between him and 
the comdg Genl at Mobile - If he resigns I may get his 
place - God grant that I may for I am terribly tired of 
my present life - I shall hear in a few days I suppose 
what the prospect is. In the mean time things look quiet & 
peaceful enough here - We have sent off some 6 or 7000 men
& of course are not in a fix to begin a movement, but there
our position is one which would make any general hesitate
to attack us - I sympathise with you all at sending Lindsay 
off, but we must all make sacrafices & those who do not do so 
now will rue it in the end - better send off a son & never
[written along the left side of the page]
see him again, than keep him at home, to be a source of annoyance
and regret to all who love him for the balance of his life - 
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