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Portland Aug 14th /62

Dear Sister Elizh

Your letter of the 23rd June, was received a few days
since, the first word from any of you since Janusry. It is hard to
know so many letters are lost between us. I have repeated the particulars
of Edwards last illness and death, so often, I have sometimes wondered
(if you received all the lettefs) what you would think, and yet you
have received but one from me in a year and that the most meager
one I have written. All I can say of E's journey for the present,
is, that it was fatiguing and exerting one. He arrived here the
30th Sept 1861 in good spirits. He was very thin and I remarked to
him that he had a cough but he replied "Oh no, it was only something
in his throat" After he left the room I told Alex he looked like a
man in consumption, still I thouht it was only the effects of his
trip, and that he would soon recover frog it. Every one was congratulating
us on his arrival and I do think I was never more happy in my life.
He was here not guite two days when he went to the Branch to see his
brothers. There were so many ﬁere to see him and talk to him that I
had but little opportunity of conversing with him, but that little
I enjoyed oh! so much! I could see from it,athat the tone of his
mind and character had improved that he wzs more mature and I was
anticipating so much enjoyment in his society. E's first hemorrhage
was about two days after he went to the Branch but he made so light of
it (aid he hurt his throat with a chestnut shuck)vthat no attention
was paid to it. I was taken sick the night he went to the Branch

and the next week he came down to see how I was. He had a very



severe hemorrhage and came very near strangling to death. He suffered
severely for a few hours but after that said he felt well. I felt
convinced &s-$oon as I saw him covered with that light, frothy blood
that it was from his lungs. The Dr came next day. I told him of the
appearance of the blood and also told him that the physician in
Lousville examined him and told him his lungs were sound and that the
bloéd was from his throat, not to feel anxious about himself.”

Dr Boykin said but little, but I knew what he thought. E went batk
to the Branch. I was so much worse the next Monday that Alex had a
mattrass put in the carriage and sent me out to the B‘alsoi When

I arrived there found E. had been bleeding again. Dr Lee & Allison
both went to see him. After E. knew it was his lungs he was perfectly
resigned and never expected to get well Dr. Allison gave us some
reason to think he might get better but Dr Boykin ne&er gave us the
least encouragement, said it was impossiﬁle for him to live and that

as soon as he saﬁ him knew he had the consumption and must have had
 it nine months or more. For nearly four weeks hé was never able to
lie down, not even t§ lean his head back in the chair and in all that
time never to our knowledge slept one hour. His sufferings were very
great but never a groan, murmer, or word of complaint was heard

from him. He was anxious to die, longed for the time to come. One
night about two weeks after he was taken he thought he would not live
till morning. He bid us all good by and oh! how I wish you could have
heard his farewell words to each. He said he knew that he was too
great a sinner to die and his only hove was that Christ died for him.

After expressing the hope that he should not live till morning he



immediately added ™Not my will but Thine O Lord be done" Yes™ ‘he says,
"I suffer deeadfully but if it is God will, I aﬁ willing to suffer
four times ss much. I deserve to suffer and did not Christ suffer and
die for all such poor sinners as I am. He of his own aécord told
Parson Lee he was going die & wished to partake the Sacrament. He
came and administered it next day. I do not think I ever in my life
héard anything more beautifully appropr?ate than his Lee's address

to E. I do not think any one could have done better he gave his all
the consolations of the Gospel and yet never offered him a single
thread to hang a fake hope on. He told Miss Lané afterwards that he
never met a person that he thought better prepared to die than andf
It is the only time I ever heard Mr L. when I thought him interesting.
After E. was too weak to hold up his head, we sometimes supported it
for him and then he had a small table with a pillow in front on which
to lean over his head Sometimes when he was &ill, and I woula be

in hopes he was sleeping he would raise his head and repeat some text
of Seripture. For three weeks before his death, his mind was almost
wholly on Spiritual things. He seldom spoke of any thing else, excepting
his passing wants. He was ablé to talk but little~-had 22 hemorrhages
before he died. On Thursday I was very sick and did not sit with him
untill about 4 o'clock. Every one thought him better but myself.
After the others all left the room he turned to me and says "Mother
how many days do you suppose I can live and suffer as I doé I told
him it was impossible to tell how much these poor bodies of ours
could go through and survive. He dropped his head and said no more
for awhile That night after supper his father was singing him a

hymn and he tried to whistle an accompaniment About twelve o'clock



he laid his head back in his fathers arms (Alex was standing) and he
was so pleased to think Ed was at last going to sleep and in such a
comfortsble position, that he stood an hour and a gqusrter without
moving him, when ﬁe was compelled from the strain on his muscles
to move him, he saw then that more than usual was the matter and he
called Ellick K. and me. I told him he was dyiné We laid him on
the bed and he ceased breathing in less than a half hour It was
literally falling asleep in Jesus. Alex was with him through his
sickness all the time. I was so sick and weak that I though it would
kill me at first but when I reflected how merciful God had been in
permitting him to reach home, to be nursed by us and die such a happy
death I thought it would‘be more than sinful to murmur.

We are all well, my health was never better than the present.
A1l the family send love. I am anxious to have E's papers saved.
He-spoke with great gratitude of your watchful care over him. He
also told me of his intention, when hé was sble, of mafying Miss
Whiting. I hopeto send her- a messace sometime. My thanks to Mrs

Lever and my love to every body Shall write soon again

Mary
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