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Portland Jan 5th 1865

Dear Sister Helen

Your letter tio Charlie was received asbout a2 week since making
the fifth received from you since last April. The sealed letter that
came by the way of Memphis was a treasure. It contained so much news
that I had never heard. I must confess that yourreh& proclivities
exceed mine for I should much sooner think of leaving the Confe----- cy
than trying to get into it. My husband and children and allrmy interest
are here, and it is my home, so that I am bound to stay and see the
Drama out, but a fearful one it is. "Oh who the woes of war can ®ll
and paint its ﬁg&%%gétrue and well?® I have never known what it was
to want for food, clothes, or any of the c-mforts of life. I have
never been without my Tea, Coffee-Sugar-Flour ect. But the suspense

and anxiety attendant on such a state of z2ffairs as the present is

telling on me. ™My Sons are Soldiers™ That sentence is a chapter

of itself, if you choose to read it. Charlie joined A. K. in Nov.
and I suppose is, at this time, partiecipating in all'the pleasures
and comforts of Hoods delightfui reﬁreat. Poor Boys! They never
murmar or complain--laugh over their corn bread-tough Beef & tentless
beds and seems to realize how much better off they are than the
majoritv. Belonging to Hoods Escort they have no picket duty to
perform and being nezr head quarters have some advantages. I was
confined to my bed for two or three weeks after Charlie left home

My health for the last year has not been as good as usual. And this
fall Dr advised me to keep very quiet and as free from excitement as
possible said my age was the principal cause. In my last illness some

of my distressed turns were very severe but Dr thinks if I get through



safely my health may be better than it ever has been. I have improved
rapidly in the past few weeks and my appetite is excellent. Dr
Mollett died in the summer of 1861 and his widow has this fall
married Col Harper He has an interest in some vessels. that run the
blockade. lNrs Wade invited me up to spend Christmes and participate
of some of the good things that he had recently brought home So

on lMonday the 26th Herbert and I went up leaving "Papa Alex" the only
white person on the place. On tuesday they gave a di-ner party and
had many blockade luxuries besides guantities of good thinzs the
Confeeracy affords. Wednesday we started to come home but they said
if T could not stay I must leave Herbert there for the week. Accordingly
did so Friday morning she Mrs Wzde sent down for me vefy early

saying that I must go up immediate for Herbert had Croup--That Dr

her daughter Georgia and herself has been up with him through the
night and the physicizan considgred him very ill. The roads were bad--
the mule slow and the road seemed long I assurme you, I scarcely
expected to find him aliye. But he was better when I reached there
although he was still breathing badly. On Monday morning he was well
enough to bring home. It is the first 111 tﬁrn he has had since last
April ﬂe is the picture of health and I never saw a child grow so
hearty and apparently rebust as he has. He had looked fresh and rosy
all summer--more like a mountain boy than a denizen of the Flat Woods
of Alabama Alex' health is good but the fatigﬁing, wearing life he
has been leading for a few years is telling on him. He is growing

old a2s well as myself you know he has no clerk or assistant here
excepting the little I can do for him. He is a detailed soldier himself.

Mrs Dean has mever received but one letter from her friends since the



war began and that was one that Carrie wrote her the summer before she
was married. She has been in very bad health this summer and has a
cataract grown over her eye so that she cannot see. I had a3 letter from
her last night saying that her health was much improved and that she
expected soon to go to Mobile to have the Cataract removed. She is

a cheerful hap y disposition naturally but for the past year has

grown despondent. Dr Deanshealth hzs failed so much the past summer
that he had been unable to zttend to business since September

His 1little son Coleman had a parital parplysis at the same time Herbert
did, 2 year ago last October. But he has never fully recovered from
it. Walks a little lame yet. How delighted we were to receive the
three Cards de visits. ' I am very proud of them all and show them

to every body. They are the best ones I have ever seen of you and
Elizabeth Randalls face shows the effects of hard study What a noble
head he has. His relatives have reason to be proud of him indeed.

I am so rejoiced that Frank is in business again. Give my love to
Willie and tell him that when peace smiles on our distressed land once
more, that Charlie and he will have many a plessant time in Ala
together. I know hundreds of people souvtherners as well as northerners
that would leave the country to day if they could. So as as dearly
as I should love to see you sister Helen do not think of crossing

the lines at present. As Elizh says "We can only hope and pray and

wait.”" TYr Sister Molly

My Dear Father & Mother--will the time ever come, that we can send
and receive letters 2s in old times! How much good it would do me to
see your hand writing once more. I wish to know how fathers shoulder

is. The high prices must make it very hard for you to live without



any additional income. How do you manage It is fortunate for us
that we raise our own meat and have our cows. I have cards and wheels
and expect to make cloth this year. 3Send my love to all the Catskill
and N, Haven friends, Aunt Sallie Anm, and every body that cares for

me
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