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Camp Dalton Ga March 23rd 1864

Dear Charley

Yours of the 16th was received several days since. Received
a letter from Mother, by mail, a day or two ago, also one, by Wnm
Wade, yesterdav. All well. We ﬁave had some vefy cold weather recently,
and yesterday, or rather night before last, had a2 snow storm. It
fell to the depth of (3% or 4) three and a half or four inches.
The heaviest snow I have seen since we came south. Ther was many
a battle fought yesterday, among the soldiers, with snow ballé,
About nine (9) oclock Capt Drew, of Co "A,™ sent in a flag of truce,
with a chalange, which was accepted bv Capt Holloway. A line of
battle was now formed by both companies, and we all set vigorouly to
work, making balls. Even the negroes took a hand. Well in sbout ten
minutes the fight began, by Capt Drews driving in our skimishers.
The battle lasted about a halflhour, we holding our position, when the
order was given, on both sided, to "cease firing." Many a fellow
got hié fill‘of snow. I was nearly exhausted when we got through.
Was taken down and wallowed several times‘by the enemy. The infantry
were at it all day, could hear them cheering any!time during day-light.
I suppose this will retord any movements for some t;me. This morning
there was ice and icicles plgnty. The fruit crop will be an entire
failure in Alabama g:&l peckon in Georgia. It will also injure the
corn and grain crops seriously in all parts of the Confederacv. In
a great many places in Ala the corn was two or three leaves high. The

yankee cavalry have been threaténing our lines for several dys past,



and there has been some skimishing; but I think there will be little
fighting before the middle of April. We are having quite an easy time
now, having very few dispatches to carry out of town. Occasionally
one to Gen Wheeler, at Tunnellhill¢, some seven miles distant. In
relation to your coming ‘nto the army. I would says; That although I
dislike as much as any body, your leaving school. I think it would be
to your advantage; to come, some time before you are liable, say
in the fall. Dont take this as persuasion, but simply as advice.
Father has written me to buy 2 horse if I have an oportunity.
I intend to do so, and send Tecumpeh home to be recruited. Govt
is impressing all the horses, fit for artillery purposes, down in
Ala. They have been paying some pretty tall Drices; dﬁiSOO 00 to
5?2000 00 for a medium horse. Provissions are very high in 211 the
citties at present; for instance, flour from§§00 00 tOﬁ{BOO 00 pr
barrell, &c &c. But I am in hopes that there is a better day coming
(I E) after the "new issue" comes out. Our (soldiers) pay will be
worth at least three times as much as it is at prgsent. Now it takes
two weeks wages, to get a meal in any of the towns or citties. We
are doing very well in the eating line. How is it with vou. J W
and all your acquasintances are well. including your most humble servant-

Alex K--
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