








Sept 14  1860th

Dear Father
As I wrote to you yesterday

I only write you, a few lines nowwill 

Professor Darby is lecturing our class
this morning, told us that he had
fitted an expedition to the West 
Indies Isles to start about the middle
of December and stay 2 months
in order to obtain animals & all
kinds of fishes birds &c for the 
college He says it will be the most
advantageous thing that ever
happened for us, that such a 
chance scarcely ever presents
itself once during a persons 
life time. He only wants about 12
in the company. He dont intend
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letting any body go, besides the students
except, a professor who speaks the 
Spanish & French languages as
an interpretor. He says he wants
it to be wholly an East Ala College 
enterprise. He has had his vessel
fitted out ready, with captain 
&c. He says $125.00 will cover all 
expenses. He says he will take
each one around from Savanna
to Mobile for one hundred dollars
and if their expenses be more
than that, he will pay the rest
Then he says $25 will pay each
ones passages from here to Savanna
and from Mobile here again.
So that $125 will cover all. 
I reckon it would take though 
$150. He told each one of us that

[page 3]
would like to go to write to our 
parents and see what they would
say about it and let him 
know as soon as possible
So I thought I would write to 
you and let you know all about 



it, as I would like to go, if you 
have no objection, & think it 
would be advantageous to me
This I feel certain it would be 
Professor Darby says there could
be nothing which would learn 
us more in Chemistry Natural
history &c. So please write to 
me as soon as you can and let 
me know what you think 
about. He is going to catch every 
living animal he can and dis-
sect each one and explain
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every thing about them. I would
like to go very much for I think
it would benefit me in every
respect as I never have travelled
any. Aunt Sarah told me to tell
you to send Laura up here 
to go to school with Rhody, she 
says, Rhody’s teacher is the 
best teacher she ever saw
All are well. Please write
soon. Your affect son

J E Hall
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