
















To arms! to arms! ye Southern braves!
The avenging sword unsheath,

And ‘round your heads or o’er your graves
Entwine the laurel wreath.

Lynchburg Va. June 13  61th

Dear Father
We reached this place

yesterday morning - left Cor
inth last Friday and so - 
were five days coming - 
Our journey was one contin
ued train of accidents and
delays - but as only one was 
anything of serious nature
I will just mention it - 
when we came the whole 
way in were all stored
away in freight cars like
hogs & horses and at some
place in Tennesse three of 
our cars were thrown off the 
track - fortunately no one hurt
at all - a few days before a  
similar accident occurred there
and ten or twelve were badly
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injured - we passed one night
repairing the track and placing 
the cars on right - 
When we again set out and - 
arrived here all safe - those
of our men who left Corinth
sick had a very severe time 
but no one is dangerously ill
several of our company though 
I believe 15 or 20 are exempt
from duty all the time - 
Well we are here now in 
Lynchburg - a healthy country
around us - and an elegant
situation for soldier life - 
enough water and plenty of 
provisions I suppose from 
what I’ve seen - 
Each man had to provide
for himself the last two days
of trip to this place - as we 
were only furnished with pro
vision for 3 days in truth
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we had no provision at all
I will just tell you how we 
left Corinth - about 10 oclock
Thursday with last week after
we had gone to sleep Capt
Duval had the drum beat - 
called out our company and
ordered us to be prepared to 
march next morning at six 
oclock - we had no word of 
warning before - He then - 
ordered us to cook 3 days pro
vision so we did not sleep 
at all that night and after 
all our provision were done 
was enough to kill the heartiest 
man that eat it - 
We are furnished our flour
and just mix it water throw 
it in the oven and so cook
it - When we left Corinth 
we supposed we were going
to Richmond but the order
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was countermanded when 
got here - there are few 
troops here besides our own 
the Autauga Rifles have not 
arrived yet we left them at 
Bristol which is on the line 
of Tenn. & Va - Col Seibels 
says they only form a detachment
of our Regiment - He has 
made only one talk to the 
public since leaving Mont-
gomery - At a little place
called Stephenson, I think 
in Jackson County Ala.
Jno E. Moore announced to its 
citizens that he was a can
didate for gubernatorial office
congratulated the people of 
Ala on the unity with which 
he had been been brought 
out as an Independent can-
didate - “not for his own sake”
he said but for the peoples”
said he must run the race - 
through in justice to his friends
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if he is elected I should be
very much surprised - 
A call upon Col Seibels brought 
him to his feet but he seemed 
to rise just to rebuke Moore
he excused himself from mak
ing a speech - said the time
for such had past and 
the time for action had come
made a few other remarks 
and took his seat - 
we had an excellent speeches 
from Adjutant Goldthwaite
and Oliver at Jonesboro Tenprivate J M. 

nesse - Oliver was considerably 
stirred up - These are the 
only speeches we have heard
we passed through Knox-
ville and saw Brownlows’ 
House and through Greenville
the Andy Johnson lives here
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he tells the people he will
raise the standard of rebel
lion soon and says Lincoln
will assist him - 
We seldom talk about the 
war here strange it seems 
as we are soldiers and the 
are to engage in it soon
unless we are mistaken 
we still feel that we are
at a distance from the en
emy and somehow we will
continue to feel that it is
no very serious matter - 
our camp is one scene of 
mirth and pleasure from 
morning till night - 
this is a great life for one
who loves company - 
Our officers are strict and 
Col Seibels is absolutely se
vere - the men complained 
greatly at first but are
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becoming gradually reconciled
to his rule - this the more
easily as he speaks in 



a severer tone severe tone 
to officers as well as priv
ates - he has almost cursed 
2 or 3 Captains and Lieutenants 
so I suppose they will 
be first to raise the stan
dard of Rebellion - 
All our friends are getting 
along finely together - 
I suppose if refer you 
to the Mont. Daily Post for 
some description of our life
at Corinth - we The letter
is from Jim Oliver - the paper 
is dated June 6  - it is th

amusing but not literally 
true as in one respect at 
least - for that water was  
outrageous - I can give you 
no no description of our 
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journey to this place - 
but we passed some of the 
most beautiful scenery a
over mountains rivers - 
through rock tunnels and 
the finest clover fields in 
the world - it seems there 
is no end to this wild scen
ery and unbroken country. 
The poets among our soldiers 
here had subject for medi-
tation & composition - and some 
even became as inspired as 
to compose on the occasion - 
I am convinced now that 
I ha am not a born a poet 
Dont I have one or two more 
words and must close
Len Abercombie just requested
me  to forward him $20 - ask you

Just as you would a letter
to me - Direct to this place as
we have no idea when we
will leave - I will ask you 
to write as often as you can - 
have heard but once from home and 
[–] through Bolling - Yr son

Crenshaw Hall
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