
















2 miles from Manassas Junction

June 16, 1861
My dear father,

I wrote
to you a day or two ago
from Lynchburg but as I 
have since changed posi-
tions I wrote again. We 
are all still well & in 
good spirits. Our Regi-
ment arrived here yester
day. Part of it in the day
time but two companies
among which was the Autauga 
Rifles didnt get in till
about an hour after dark.
Our camp is some two 
miles from Manassas Junc
tion - we being out on the 
road towards Alexandria.

We had a very hard time
[page 2]

last night after getting
here for we had to carry our 
tents chests & all other
 camp equipage a quarter
of a mile after the cars 
put us down - twas 
heavy work so we didnt 
get the tents pitched till
near 12 oclock at night
& I assure you we were 
glad enough to go to bed 
then without thinking 
of supper for we travelled
all the way from Lynch
burg forty of us in a box 
car so crowded that thee
was no chance to sleep at 
all on them.

We are the only Ala. Reg-
iment here tho’ they say
the Third will be here to-
night. We are not on 
the extreme out post
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for a S. Carolina regiment is
still farther on to Alexan-
dria than we are. We 
are encamped just by 
the side of one S. Caro-
lina regiment.

They daily bring in cap-
tured scouting parties of Yan-
kees. One of ours was 
shot & killed yesterday eve-
ning by one of our own 
men by mistake. The pris-
oners taken are sent to 
Richmond. ‘Tis thought
here that there will be 
an engagement very shortly

From what I hear I 
suppose we have 15000
troops here - no one knows 
tho’ for they are scattered 
all around for miles - I do 
not suppose more than 
two or three regiments at 
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any one place. I learn
that our extreme out
posts are within five
miles of Abe’s. The
soldiers are afraid to be
out far from camp for 
fear of being captured.
In a small creek near here the 
fish have all died but ‘tis
thought by some that it is 
only the soap used in it in 
washing tho’ others say
it has been poisened which 
is very probable.

We are in an open 
field - 300 yrds. to the woods

We have small mud-
holes of springs near
which offered very bad
water & in small quan-



tities but we have 
cleaned them out to-
day - made them very 
large & built up strong 
stone walls so that I 
think when they get 
clear we will get good
water
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We have built up 

cool coverings in front 
of our tents today - They 
are covered with green 
brush.

We may have a fight
in two days or less even 
before you get this or 
it may be a month 
(This is my idea).
Nat Clanton reports that
when we got here yester-
Beauregard asked him how 
the Regiment was armed 
& he replied “rifles” to 
which B. said “I am
glad of that for I will
give you some shooting
to do in a day or two.”

Seibels tells all his men
to take good care of that
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pistols - so Johny tells
me to ask you if you 
get a chance to send him 
one. Dont forgot to send 
me one if you can get it.
I wish you would also 
get me a pair of shoes 
for I am afraid these may 
give out suddenly & there 
is small chance here to 
get more. Many of the men 
have a reserved pair. These 
being rather thin & also 
worn some besides, wont 



last long. You will re-
collect about how these fit
you & can get the next pair by 
these.  They are if any-
thing rather too large. no. 5 is 
my number but I would
prefer no. 6's for this occasion.
Please also get me another 
night cap The one I have
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is rather large & inconvenient.
It will fit a barrel almost.

Ed Crenshaw came from 
Charlottesville to the camp
here with me on the cars.

He had to get a pass however
to get in. He went back 
this evening. He promised
me to write you a letter 
as soon as he got 
back.

While I write another
regiment from Missis-
sippi is coming in.
Things certainly do look
as if we were going to 
have a fight.

Beauregard has thrown up
his breastworks in many 
places. I must sud-
denly close - Will write
soon again - Haven’t 
yet heard from you.
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My love to all - 
Aunt Amanda would
get you one of those 
night caps - Good bye.
Dont forget to write - 

Yr affc son
Bolling Hall Jr.


	Q0000038844
	Q0000038845
	Q0000038846
	Q0000038847
	Q0000038848
	Q0000038849
	Q0000038850
	Q0000038851
	Transcript
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


