








       Sangsters Cross Roads Aug 14  61th

Dear Father
I have not answered your letter

sooner as I expected to see you here
soon. I fear I am doomed to disapp
ointment - I think a change of scene
and climate certainly would benefit your
health much. The cars run to Fairfax Station 
just a mile and a half nearly north 
of our camp ground.
We have had moving times since I came
back to camp - we moved from Union Mills
the very day after I joined my company

raised

came direct here and struck our tents.
The first three days it continued to rain
day and night - we thought it never
would stop and began to be very un-
comfortable indeed. - you can imagine the
condition & feeling of those who were un-
fortunate enough to be on guard such 
days and nights. Our men however are now
trained to perform their duty in day and 
night in storm as in sunshine
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Thursday Evening Col Seibels drilled us near
4 hours - on dismissing us he informed us
that since on ac/ of our splendid perform
ance our drill next evening would not be 
so severe - sure enough next it was - 
not so severe. We were ordered to hold 
ourselves in readiness to march to Fairfax
C.H. at a moments warning
The enemys approach was rumored - our 
arms and ammunition were inspected
There was however no undue excitement
We have lived long enough too near the
enemys country for that. 
This gives you an idea though that as 
soldiers we do not suffer from monot-
ony and inactivity. This mode of life 
I think is not often productive of reb
ellion among soldiers. Our Regiment has but
few if any disorganizing spirits. All are 
contented as well as we can expect.
Col S. - spoke in highest terms of our last



Regimental drill and Lieut. Kirkpatrick
praised our last company drill - both 
were excellent - This is owing in part to 
our good drill ground which we have
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never had before - our life now is almost
as before the battle of Manassas - one mo
ment we are contented and preparing 
such conveniences as are possible - the 
next we march to another place.
In one respect our duties are less severe
we have no picket guard - in consequence 
we are on quarter less often
I believe now the war will continue
till the North has lost control of money
and men - their hatred is too great - 
this added to the immense interest they 
have in preserving the “whole Union” will 
give them a seeming patriotism which 
requires of us many hard fought fields
battles. I have read Russells letter to the 
London Times - dont think we will be 
recognized yet - McCulloughs victory if 
as stated in his official dispatch to
Pres Davis and successfully followed
up by himself & Hardee as anticipated
will be of immense cheer to us all
I think the 6 Ala Reg is destined to be
in one engagement at least.

[page 4]
All our mess and Autauga boys are doing 
well - working harmoniously together 
I have met several acquaintance in 
the wars - some in the 4  Ala & some th

in the 5  All my class I ha at Tuskath

loosa I hear are private in ranks
our first honor man called on me yes
terday -he is private in 5  Ala.th

Bollings first honor man is also private 
too. I shall have to conclude now for
supper - Tom McK has came back
to camp yesterday - so did Ab Jackson 
and Jno who have staying with a widow
about 2 miles from here - Sap stills
is unwell - says he never would have 



gotten well had he remained there
The baby kept such a crying and the
old woman such baby talking that he 
was in misery all the time - he has for
gotten such things he says so long since he
has seen one - Jno and Bolling are
well also Bolling Hall - Write soon 
if you conclude not to come

Yr af son
Crenshaw Hall
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