












Sangster’s X roads VA
Aug. 18 , 1861th

My dear father,
Laura’s 

letter enclosing a short
one from yourself was
received on the 15  inst. I doth

not know how long it 
will be before I shall have
a chance to send this off
but wish to have it ready. 
We yesterday moved our 
camp & are now at the 
same old place that we 
staid at so long - worked so 
hard & finally coming near being 
caught by the Yankees
had to retreat from it 
to Union Mill’s ford on 
Bull Run. We are all
together this time & not
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separated as before. It is 
some ten miles or more
back to Manassas so 
that it may be hard to 
get our letters to the 
office for the office
one at Fairfax station
is not in operation yet
the R Road not being finish-
ed since the Yankees left.
We all felt greatly re-
joiced at getting back to 
our old camp for it almost
feels like home now we
have had such hard times 
of it here. I have my
trust also finely fixed up 
for we have managed 
to get enough hay to 
cover the ground & make
a good bed of it - the 
greatest objection being it is 
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a little too soft to sleep 
on pleasantly. I think 
however after we get it pack
ed down a little harder it 
will do.



I suppose there must 
have been some fighting 
last day or two towards 
Leesburg & Aquia Creek 
for we hear cannon 
every day in those di-
rections.

You spoke in your
letter of having been 
requested to take charge 
of a company. If 
you do find it necessary 
to do so I sincerely hope
that your health may 
not prove unequal
to it. I only wish 
that I could be with 
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you for I might as-
sist you some. Of
one thing at least
I am confident & 
that is that you are 
as competent to take 
charge of a Regiment 
as any Colonel I have
yet seen. I know 
that you could man-
age many things better
than Seibels does. I wish 
you could get a regiment 
Jno. A. Winston knows noth
ing of drill so that could 
be no objection against you. 
I wish if you do so you 
would manage somehow 
or other to get up here 
before starting for you 
might get many sug-
gestions about preparing 
tents &c which would be
of great advantage to 
you. I am afraid you 
would have some dif-
ficulty in managing 
your company. It is the
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the greatest mistake 
in the world that 
such men as the 



Raccoon Roughs make
the best soldiers - They are 
eternally drunk & kicking 
up a fuss generally. They 
haven’t the sense to make
good soldiers. All the 
drilling in the world
will not make them
what they should be. 
I’ll warrant that Col. Seibels
has found out that the 
Montgomery Greys & 
Raccoon Roughs give 
more trouble than all 
the balance of the 
regiment together.
Some of them 
are eternally in the 
guard house.
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Crenshaw has returned from
Charlottsville looking 
quite fleshy in com-
parison with what he 
usually is. I hope he 
will continue now in 
good health. Tell Laura 
I shall try to answer
some of her questions 
when I write to her.

I hope to see you 
up here soon - Re-
member me to all 
at home - Tell the 
children all to write 
often. Good by

In haste
Yr son
Bolling Hall Jr.
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