








   Sangsters X Roads
Sept. 1, 1861.

My dear father,
It has been 

some time since I 
received a letter from 
you although you have 
wrote several short post-
scripts to the childrens’ letters
to us. We have been
very anxious here to know 
what conclusion you had
come to about coming 
to Va. We are very 
anxious to see you & 
hope you will be here 
soon. It seems now
that everything looks gloom
ier than ever for the peace
of the country. What do 
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you think now as to 
the result of the war & 
as to the chances for peace
shortly? I cant see what 
we are to do up here this 
coming winter - certainly we
could not be able to stand it 
in these tents.

We all now believe that 
we shall h ave another bat-
tle here before the winter 
sets in - it may be very 
shortly - We have a great 
many here & the seem to troops 

be constantly crowded forward
towards Alexandria. What 
the plan is I have no idea.

We still remain at the 
same place. A great many 
Regiments are ahead of us - so 
you see we push much near-
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er Alexandria than before the 
battle of B. Run. It is said 
that our advanced forces are 
being constantly attacked - We 



are under orders to be in con-
stant readiness to advance to their
relief - We hear cannon firing 
in that direction every day. 

I suppose that our officers
must consider the enemy close
to us too for a company whole 

is sent out every-day on picket - 
The Independent Rifles went out 
this morning. There is a 
considerable amou t of sick-n

ness in camp. Len Aber-
crombie is quite sick & so is
Jno. Oliver. Crenshaw &
Johnny are well. 

If you have not sent 
the things I wrote you 
for when you get this
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I wish you would send
woolen instead of cotton 
undershirts.

I have no news to give 
you - of any interest - our em-
ployments are the same as 
ever - a very dull routine 
it is. We wish very much 
for something to read. I think 
old Blackstone could interest
me now more than ever
and if I only could take 
home along should cer-
tainly have him.

Do write whenever you 
can as it is always the 
greatest pleasure to us 
to get your letters. 
I hate to write you such 
an uninteresting letter as this 
but as Mr Given goes home 
tomorrow I must send a letter to 
you by him. Good bye 

Yr affc son
Bolling Hall Jr.
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