






(n. 12)

Sept. 13. 1861
My dear father,

As there is a
possibility of not having a chance
to write again in some days I write
now. My company has just re-
turned from a three days picket guard
at Alexandria Springfield. We had
quite a rough time as it was
raining & we were without cover
neither could we have fire at night
for we were in sight of the ene-
my’s camp & our force being small
if they only knew our position
could easily whip us out. Our
pickets were half a mile from
theirs. They were continually
firing into each other. While
there we counted 100 cannon

 in the direction of Leesburgfired 
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& since learned that the
enemy were repulsed there.
We got back last night.
Springfield is about 10 miles
from here & about 8 or so fr.
Alexandria. It is a RR. Station.
A carrier has just com in
saying that some of the enemy
are advancing on our pickets
there & we have orders to
get three days provisions & be
ready to march so that I
dont know how soon we
will leave or when will be
my next chance to write.
There is a good deal of sick-
ness in camp the Regiment.
There is an average of a burial
every-day for the last two
weeks or more. Some days
two or three die & scarcely ever a
day passes without a death.
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I have just received

a letter a piece from
Tom & Laura & Jno. Has
one from Sis.

We are all well.
I must stop to go to
cooking & preparing.

In haste
Yr affc son

Bolling Hall Jr.
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