
















Sept 23  1861rd

Sangsters X Roads Va.

Dear Father
Yours & Sisters

letters came to hand yes-
terday. Yours to Crenshaw 
and Sisters to me. I answ-
ered Sisters immediate-
ly & told her I should
write again to day, which 
I now proceed to do. I 
should have written 
several days ago, but 
our company was or-
dered to Springfield
on picket, together with 
the whole regiment
except two companies
to stay a week. We went 
up there but Sunday
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(yesterday a week ago) and 
did not get back to camp
until Thursday night about 
twelve oclock. It rained 
the greater part of the time
while we were up there
and we had no tents
with us, so we had to 
make out with our blank
ets and oil cloths. We did 
not get one half enough 
to eat while there, but 
still we got on very well
There was another regi-
ment there (the 12  Ala). th

All the forces were under
Col. Seibels. The Col. Sent
a scouting party of twenty
men (four from each
company, of which num
ber were Frank Rives 
Boly Hall & myself) to
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hunt the country thor-
oughly between Spring-
field & Alexandria 
to see if there were any
Yankee scouts out. So 
he could send wagons to
a barn for hay, which
belonged to a yankee.
We searched the woods
through, but found no 
one. Our wagons went to 
the barn, and all of our 
companies went to guard 
them while there. This 
was about 3 miles from 
Alexandria. We could 
very distinctly see their
breast works, flags, for-
tifications, and even 
their soldiers drilling
Some of them came in a 
quarter of a mile of us
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We could frequently see
single men passing at 
that distance backwards
and forwards. We sent out 
two companies as scouts
to try to take some of 
these men, but they
failed. Three or four hun-
dred of our men gathered 
to-gether upon the top 
of a high hill near the 
barn, which was in an 
open & very large field
to look at the suburbs 
of the city &c. The yankees
having seen us here 
commenced shooting 
bombs at us. We could
easily see the smoke 
flash from the canon 
and then we would
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watch in the air to see
the bomb burst. The 
first one bursted about 
ten feet from the ground
and nearly a quarter of 
a miles from us, but 
was coming directly to 
us, if it had held up.
The next bursted nearly
a half of a mile in the 
air So they never did 
reach us, but directly 
they directed their atten-
tion to the companies we
had sent out as scouts, 
who were not a half a 
mile nearer them than 
we were. They sent a few 
shells at them. Two explo
ded in 20 feet of the one 
company. A young fellow
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from our company, who 
was with this scouting 
party at the time got a 
piece of the shell. We 
took three prisoners from 
the house, three horses
and a great quantity of 
hay. The place is still 
held by our men. Col. 
Seibels had some fortifi-
cations thrown up, up
there near Springfield
before we left. We cer-
tainly then were nearer 
Alexandria than any of 
our other forces. The 
place is very strongly
fortified upon the tops 
of hills and all trees
shrubbery or any thing 
that might afford 
shelter to or troops in 
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case of an attack, cut 
down close to the ground
The place looks almost 
invincible. Our pickets are 
in about three miles of 
the place. It is here repor-
ted that Norfolk has been 
taken by the enemy. By
some it is credited, and
by others not I cannot 
believe it myself. Capt. 
DuVal left a day or two 
ago for Montgomery, on 
business, I suppose. He
said he would go to 
see you, while at home
I think I have written for
every thing I shall 
need. I wrote to Sis. 
Yesterday & told her to 
ask you to get me 
a warm pair of gloves
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a pair of good blankets
(colored) and some 
wooden socks, in addi-
tion to the things I wrote
for some time ago
There is no news in camp
Len has gone to Warren
ton & I have not heard 
from him since. Fisher
is with him. He was pretty 
bad off the last we
heard. Tom McKeithen has
been a little unwell for 
two or three days. The rest
of us all well. Good bye

Your Son &c
J. E. Hall
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