








Headquarters Miss
Iuka Miss Step. 24  / 61th

Dear Father,
We are all very busy

now fixing up for our departure
from this place, but I snatch a moment 
to write you a few lines to let you
know, In the first place let me correct
an error in my last letter, I said
that Iuka was about the size of 
Wetumpka. I find that it contains
only 3 or 400. inhabitants. It is
in Tishemingo county in the S north
eastern part of the state.
To day Capt. Faulkner received a dispatch
from Gen Polk sa who is at Columbus
Kentucky ordering him to report at 
Columbus “(Union City Tennessee) to
Col. Bonham, in command at
that post. Union City is in Obion 
county in the north western part of 
the state. We travel by railroad
the whole route. We are all busy 
cooking & packing up to leave.
We expect to leave to morrow 
It is now dusk.

[page 2]
While in Montgomery Capt. Faulkner
received a letter from Capt Davis of 
the “Autauga Rifles” telling him 
that they wanted another compa-
ny in their battallion (Gordons). 
We are all very anxious to go their 
there of course but has blundered Faulkner 

terribly in this affair. He waited 
till he got here and then dispatched
to Davis to know more about it, at 
the same time that he dispatched 
to Gen. Polk to report to Gen Polk for orders 

Kerr tried to get him to delay his
dispatch to Gen. Polk till he could
hear from Capt Davis, but did’nt.
Just as I turned over this page 
Kerr came and told me that he 
had just opened a dispatch to 



Faulkner (who is not in camp) from 
Capt Davis, telling him he thought 
it probable he might get permiss-
ion from the Sec  of War” to y

go on immediately to Richmond
and then get in the Battallion. 
Now if Faulkner had have dispatched
to Davis while in Montgomery or u
withheld awhile his report from 
Gen Polk we might have gone to Virginia

[page 3]
[tear in page] the chances are ten to one 
[tear in page] go to Kentucky.
I told Kerr he had better take the dis-
patch over to Faulkner in town right
away and get him to dispatch to 
the Sec  of War, and see what can y

be done. he has gone and I will
not close till I can learn some-
thing more.
Young Moss Lamar is down with 
typhoid fever. He has it only lightly
I think. He is in a private house 
in town. Several others are com-
plaining but are not sick much.

Sept 25  th

Faulkner has dispatched to 
the Sec  of War but will not get an y

answer till after this letter leaves. 
He seems to think their is a chance 
of our going to Virginia. I will 
write again tomorrow.
The company this morning have 
agreed to appropriate $15.00 out of 
the $26.00 to be paid us for our present uni-
forms to the purchase of our next
uniform. I must close as the mail 
leaves soon, I am anxiously ex-
pecting a letter from home today. 
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If I go up into Kentucky [tear in page]
you all will recollect that 
my situation will be different
from that of the other boys. 



They have friends & brothers around
them and only Yankees to fight 
I will be amongst comparative
strangers & have to fight Kentuck-
ians. If I were going to Virginia
I would not feel so much that 
I was leaving home. Tell Sis. Lolly 
& Hines I  would like very much 
to hear from them.
I hardly realized the fact that I was
leaving home probably forever - 
till I parted from you.
Then the recollection of all your kindness 
in addition made me feel our parting
more than ever before
I have gotten on in the company well 
with the exception of one man.
He wanted to be treated differently
from others, but I think I have made 
him know his place and mine.
Farewell till tomorrow. 

Yrs &c
Jas. A. Hall
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