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No. 5.

In Camp
Columbus Ky.
Oct. 5™ 1861
Dear Father.
We arrived here
on evening of the 3™ the day
before yesterday. Since that
time I have been about
as busy as I could be.
We had to ride from union
City here (26 miles) on the cars
I stood up all the way.
I was tired when we started
for I had to toat baggage
to the depot and put it on
the cars. When we got
here our 1% & 2™ Lieuten-
ants were sick. The capt.
& myself walked up here (about
2 miles) and back. a we had to
[page 2]
walk up a hill about half
a mile high. We did not
succeed after all in getting
up here till yesterday.
We got to bed on the platform
of the Depot about 11 o’clock
in 2 hrs it was raining
on us we had to get up
It took us all day yester-
day to get here and fixed.
I was worn out complete-
ly 2 or 3 times. We were
taken out this morning
to throw up embankments
and for four hours I worked
like a clever fellow, so did
our captain. I am thank-
ful that my health is
still good. Although very
tired. I thought I would
write again to day, though I
haven’t received a line from
[page 3]
home yet. I am very well
satisfied with out Battallion.
It is not drilled.
I find my position as orderly



responsible and laborious, but
I have been in spirits ever since
I left home. Although I would
like much to hear from
you all. The forces in and
around this place are estima-
ted at from 25 to 50,000.
Entrenchments are being dug
and batteries planted.
The tower is about 200 yds
wide, and a mile long, right
on a high bank of the
Mississippi River.
The Lincolnites not long
ago came down the river
and threw some shells over
here but did not harm.
Some expect an attack soon
[page 4]
Missouri is just over the
river from here. The ]
Mississippi is a grand
stream here. We can see
up and down here the river
here a mile or so.
I do not like our uniform
at all. I wish you could
send on our next soon
Rest assured that I am
doing very well
It seems though that I
will never hear from home.
I have written 3 letters to
yourself, one to Sister
and one to Hines.
Love to all,
Yours
J. A. Hall
J. A. Hall. O.S
Autauga Guards. Capt Faulkner
Lt Col. Blythes Battallion
Columbus.
Ky

[Written along the left side of the fourth page]
Direct your letters as below.
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